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7 mould, now, be an unfaſbionable Dokłtrins, what-. 

ever the ancient Opinion might be, to aim that 
the Conſtituent can bind his Repreſentative by Inftruc« 
tions; but though the obligatory Force of theſe, I. 
ſtructions is not inſiſted upon, yet their perſuaſivt 
Influence, in moſt' Caſes, may be; for a Repreſenta- 
tive, who ſhould af? againſt the explicit Recommenda. 
tion of his. Conflituents, would moſt deſervedly for- 
feit their Regard * all NEL o therr vu 
| Confelence. SOILS. | 


inden it is under Deliberation, whether a new ys 
Hall be Enatted, in which the Elegtors of England 
are intereſted, Tazy have Notice of it, and an Op- 
portunity "of ' declaring their Senſo.—— THEY ay 
point out every dangerous Tendency, and are not re. 
ſtrained in their Repreſentations, from ſhewing in the 
Plaue Language, the Injuſtict or Oppreſſion of it. 


Wh s Law in its Execution is found to be repug= 
nant to the Genius of Liberty, or produftive of Hard- 
ſhips or Inconventence, THEY may alſo inſtruct their 
Deputies to exert Ti — in procuring a Repeal of 


it, 
6 


p R E ACE. 


it, and in the Exerciſe of this Right are not — 5 


ed to. _aphine in the Style of bumble Puitioners..- 


TT —— 


Reaſons ——TH EIx Situation does not become ſo de- 
licate as to make it prudent, to weaken, by not urging 
them, with their) full Force, and to th utyoft Ex- 
tent. But who are the Repreſentatives of the Co- 
| Ionies? To whom ſhall Taxy ſend their Inſtructions, 
when defirous to obtain the Repeal of a Law ſtriking 
as be Root an Foundation of every Civil 2100 


n 
Ambers "who compoſe be Honſe of Commons would 


- wot & proper. To them the Application muft be by 
Petition; in which au wnreſerved -Styh would, pro- 


bably, be deemed Indectnty, aud ſtrong Expreſſions 


bays, be 
r glæncr at thiir Authority-whoſe Relief is ſupplicat-. 
ed. To ſoften and deprecate muſt be the Hepe und 
Endeavour, though a guiltleſs Freeman would, pro- 
Rb be aubward in e all the "Changes of Parces 


* . 


— Cieguifoin 8 he Prof 
ir of the moſt mamentows Conſequence, for F Truth is 
r wilowed to ſpeak thence in im yeutine Language of 
Pluinseß and Simplicity,” wor N u vindicate its 
Privileges with decent Firmneſs, we ſhall hape too 
marh Reaſon to  arknowltge bis Porefipht who prenics- 


e, thay « tht Confiitution of the Britiſh Government 


* wan 0 excollens' to bt Rn. "oh The * Train fi 


eee ee 
explained, or even ixfnuated, if to impuge = 


ꝛ‚5ðꝛͤr; n zEFFAcs. 
. fcawpliſfoment of dat Prophefy hath mat * 
nue tha Lirgfts: been laid. KBP 
: 4” Va de an ited? 

* That there. have Jeen Lows extremely yu f 
preſſve, the Decorations, of . ſubſequent. Parliaments. 
fixing .this Stigma upon them... vince. but whit de 
Power. which intraduced_. them. ewailed, ig, not. 


prudent to give them. their deſerved. Chara dias. x. he. 


Parliament of Henry III, or that.of Henry, T 
not. be ciged 6! there are any. ober Inflances, K 


— branded, with. We e e e pre: . 
brious. 


* 
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In the Opinion of a great. Zing. au 4 Par- 
liament "may be void, and f a great Divine, all 
„Men have natural, and Freemen legal Rights ; * 


« which they may juſtly maintain, and no legiſlative | 
* Authority can deprive them of.” 


| Cafes may be RENE in which the Truth of theſe 
Poſitions might, in Thecry, be admitted; but in 
Practice, unleſs there ſkculd be very peculiar Circum- | 
ſtances, ſuch as cannot be ſuppoſed to exiſt during the 
| Prevalence of the Power that introduced it, who 
would rely upon the Authority of Opinions, or the. 
Principles of them, for his Protection . the. 
Penalties of any 2 live Law? 


— 


M ben the Judges were aſked by "TIRE VIII. 2 
ther a Man might be attainted of High Treaſon by 
Parliament, though not called to anſwer, they declared 


that it was a dangerous Queſtion, and gave the eva- 


\ 


P * * F 4 C E. X | 
« oupht to give — of Juice: 10 abs zee: 
« Courts, none of which could do the like.” But 


though it might be dangerous to declare againſt the Au- 
thority of Parliament, ce are not bount to arknow-. 


Lake its Inerrability, nur precluded from examining : 


the Principles and Conſequences of Laws, or from 


| pointing out their Impropricties, and Defetts. Upon. 
this Ground { have proceeded in the following Con- 


federations, and ſpall not be diſappointed if they ſhould 
apprar to be too free, or too reſerved, to Readers 7 


* 
. VIRGINIA, Aucver 12, 5. 
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hb Conftiturion of England, the Three prin. | 
cCipal Forms of Government, "Monarchy, Ariſto- 
cracy and- Democracy, are blended together in 
certain Proportions; but each of theſe Orders, in 
the Exerciſe of the legiſlative Authority, hath its 
peculiar Department, from which the otffer' are 
excluded. In xhis Diviſion, the Granting of Supplies, 
of Laying Taxes, is deemed to be the Province of 
the Houſe of Commons, as the Repreſentative of 
the People. All Supplies are ſuppoſed to flow 
from their Gift; and the other Orders are permitted 
only to aſſent, or reje& generally, not to propoſe 
any Modification, Amendment, or REN Altera- 
tion of 1 It. 


This Obſervation being conſidered, it will un- 
deniably appear, that, in framing the late Stamp 
AF, the Commons acted in the Character of Re- 
preſentative of the Colonies. They aſſumed it as 
the Principle of that Meaſure, and the Propriety of 
it muſt therefore ſtand, or fall, as the Principle is 
true, or falſe: For the Preamble ſets forth, That 
the Commons of Great Britain had reſolved to 
Give and Grant the ſeveral Rates and Duties im- 
poſed by the Act; but what Right had the Com- 
mons s of Great Britain to be thus munificent at the 

30 B Expence 


wy 


Exper of the commons of A 2 10 


give . 8 
without the Conſent of the Owner, is ſuch evident 
and. flagrant Iajuſtice, i in ordinary Caſes, that few 
are hardy enough to avow it; and therefore; when 


it really happens; the Fact is diſguiſed and var- 


niſhed over by the moſt plauſible Pretences the 
Ingenuity: bf the "Give? can ſuggeſt. But it is 
alledged that there is a Virtual, or implied Repre- 
ſentation of the Colonies ſpringing out of the Con- 


ſtitution of the Brit; Government: And it muſt | 


be confeſſed on all. Hands, that, as the Repre- 
ſientation is not actual, it is virtual, or it doth nor 

exiſt at all; for no third Kind of Rep reſentation 
van be imagined: 'The Colonies the Privi- 
vilege; | which is common to all Britiſb Subjelle, 
of being taxed only with their own Conſent given 
by- their Repreſentatives; and all the Advocates 
for che Stamp AF admit this Claim, Whether, 
therefore, upon the whole Matter, the Impoſition 
of the Stamp Duties is a proper Exerciſe of Conſti- 
tutional Authority, or not, depends upon the ſingle 


Queſtion, Whether the Commons of Great Britain 
are virtually the e e of the Commons 


of America, or not, 


The Advocates for the Stamp A& adriit, 3 in ex- 
preſs Terms; that „ the Colonies. do not chuſe 
Members of Parliament,” but They. aſſert that 


ee the Colonies are virtually repreſented in the ſame 


„ Manner with the Non-Electors reſpient in Gredt 
d Britain,” | 


How have They proved. this Poſition * Where 
have They Ch af or preciſcly explained what 


They mean by the Expreſſion, Virtual Nepreſentas 
bibs A it is the very Hinge upon which the 


Redticude of the Taxation turns, n more 
5 ſatisfactory 


rty, not belonging to the Giver, and 
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— than mere Aſſertion, more ſolid than 
a Form of Expreſſion, is neceſſary; for, how can 
it be ſeriouſly expected, that Men, who think 
Themſelves iyurioufly affected in their Properties 
and Privileges, will be convinced and reconciled 
by a fanciful Phraſe, the Meaning of which can't 
be preciſely aſcertained by thoſe who ule it, or pro- 
perly _ to the Purpaſe for which it hath been 


They argue, that © the Right of EleGjangbeing 
« annexed to certain Species of Property, to Fran- 
te chiſes, and Inhabitancy in fome particular Places, 


\ £6 a very {mall Part of the Land, the Property, and | 


1 


the People of England is comprehended-in thoſe 
* Deſcriptions. All Landed Property, not Free- 
* hold, and all Monied Property, are excluded. 
The Merchants of Londen, the Proprietors of 
„the Public Funds, the Inhabitants gf Ledi, 
« Halifax, ' Birmingham, and Mancbeſter, and that 


4 great Corporation of the Eaſt Indis Company, 
Ce 


Vene of Them chuſe their Repreſematiyes, — 
yet are They all repreſented in Parliament, and 
the Colopies being exaliꝶy in tbeir Situation, are 
* repreſented in the ſame Manner.“ W 
Now. this Argument, which is all that their Ins 
vention hath been able to ſupply, is totally defec- 


tive ; for, it conſiſts of Facts not true, and of Cone 
cluſions inadmiſſible. © 1 6s? 


iu is ſo far from being true, that all the Perſons 


enumerated under the Character of. Nen: Electars, 
are in that Predicament, that it is indubitably 
certain chere is ae Species of Property, landed, or 


monied, which is. not poſſeſſed by very mam of the 
Fritiſb Electers. e 21.3: 14 N „ e 


141 | «Foo 


I T ſhall undertake to diſprove the * ey Simi* - 
1 


larity of Situation, whence the ſame Kind of Re- 


preſentation is deduced of the Inhabitants of the 


Colonies, and of the Britiſp Non-Electors; and, if 
I ſucceed, the Notion of a virtual Repreſentation 
of the Colonies muſt fail, which, in Truth, is a 


mere Cob-web, ſpread to catch the unwary, and 


intangle the weak. I would be underſtood. I am 


upon a Queſtion of Propriety, not of Power; and, 


though ſome may be inclined to think it is to little 
Purpoſe to diſcufs the one, when the other is irre- 
ſiſtible, yet are They different Conſiderations ; and, 
at the ſame Time that I invalidate the Claim upon 
which it is founded, I may very conſiſtently re- 
commend a Submiſſion to the Law, whilſt it en- 
dures. I ſhall ſay Nothing of the Uſe I intend by 
the Diſcuſſion; for, if it ſhould not be perceived 
by the Sequel, there is no Uſe in it, and, if it 

ſhould appear then, it need not be premiſed, 


ow Leſſees for Years, Copyholders, Proprietors of 


the Public Funds, Inhabitants of Birmingham, 


Leeds, Hallifax, and Mancheſter, Merchants of the 
City of 1 1 or Members of the Corporation of 
the Eaſt India Company, are, as ſuch, under no 


perſonal Incapacity to be Electors; for they may 


acquire the Right of Election, and there are ac- 
tually not only a conſiderable Number of Electors 
in each of the Claſſes of Leſſees for Years, Ge. 
but in many of them, if not all, even Members 
of Parliament. The Intereſts therefore of the Non- 
Electors, the Electors, and the Repreſentatives, are 
individually the ſame; to ſay nothing'of the Con- 


nection among. Neighbours, Friends, and Relati- 
ons. The Security of the Non Electors againſt Op- 
Preſſion, is, that their Oppreſſion will fall alſo upon 
the Electors and the Repreſentatives. The one 
canꝭt be injured, and the other indemnified. 

4 | | 


Further, 


E 
Further, if the Non-Electors ſhould not be 
taxed" by the Britiſb Parliament, They would not 
be taxed at al; and it would be iniquitous, as 
well as a Soleciſm, in the political Syſtem, that 
They ſhould partake of all the Benefits reſulting 
from the Impoſition, and Application of Taxes, 
and derive an Immunity from the Circumſtance of 
not being qualified to vote. Under this Conſtitu- 
tion then, a double or virtual Repreſentation may 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed.— The Electors, who are 
inſeparably connected in their Intereſts with the 
Non-Electors, may be juſtly deemed to be the 
Repreſentatives of the Non-EleCtors, at the ſame 
Time They exerciſe their perſonal Privilege in 
their Right of Election, and the Members'choſen, 
therefore, the Repreſentatives of both. This is 
the only rational Explanation of the Expreſſion, 
virtual Repreſentation, None has been advanced 


by the Aſſertors of it, and their Meaning can 


only be inferred from the Inſtances, by which 
They endeavour to elucidate it, and no other 
Meaning can be ſtated, to which the Inſtances 


apply. _ 


It is an eſſential Principle of the Eng. Con- 
ſtitution, that the Subject ſhall not be taxed 
without his Conſent, which hath not been intro- 
duced by any particular Law, but neceſſarily re- 
ſults from the Nature of that mixed Government; 
for, without it, the Order of Democracy could 
not exiſt. ih 


Parliaments * were not formerly ſo regular in 
Point of Form as they now are. Even the num- 
ber of Knights for each Shire were not aſcertain- 
ed. The firſt Writs now extant for their Choice, 
11" 7 ®: See Trest. Peerage: nge 
. 8 are 


11 4 
"dos. . » 


i ſent was more vi 


— 


16] 


| ä Eadtvard I, by which, Two, 23'at this 
Day, were directed ta be choſen for each County; 


but the King not being ſatisfied with that Num- 


ber, other rits were iſſued for chuſin 


more. This diſcretionary Power being Bene | 


inconvenient, was afterwards reſtrained by the 
| row of Richard a, Henry IV, and fublequen 


| 10 e Times — was more Simpliciey ; in 
the Rules of Government, and Men were more 


 falicitous about the Eſſentials, than the Forms of 


it. When the Conſent of thoſe who were to per- 

form, or pay any Thing extra- feudal, was fairly 
applied for and obtained, the Manner was little 
regarded; but, as the People had raſon to be 
jealous of Deſigns to impoſe Contributions upon 


Them without their Conſent, it was thought rf c 


pedient to have Formalities regulated, a 

to prevent this Injury to their Rights, not to — 
ſtroy a Principle, without which, They could not 
be ſaid to have any Rights at all. i 


Before the Introduction of thoſe Formalities, 
ich” were framed with a View to reſtrain the 
Excurſions of Power, and to ſecure the Privileges 
of the Subject, as the Mode of Progeeding was 
more ſimple, ſo Tae this Foundation of Con- 


ble than it is at preſent, wherefore 
jt-may be of Uſe to adduce ſome Inſtances, which 


3 


directly point out this neceſſary and ee Prin 


ciple of Britiſh Liber. 


— 


The Lords and Commons hide 8 
Aids and Subſidies to the Crown. In 13th A as 
III, che Lords granted the Tenth of all the Corn, 
Sc. growing upon their Demeſnes, the Com- 
om then granting Nothing, gor * 8 
« FN? 


471 


Themſelves with what the Lords thought fit to 


grant out of their own Eſtates —At other Times, 
the Knights of Shires, ſeparating, from, the Reſt, 
of the Commons, and joining with the Loris, 
haye granted a Subſidy, and the Repreſentatives 


of Cities and Boroughs have likewiſe granted Sub- 


ſidies to the Crown ſeparately, as appears by a 
Writ in 24th Edward I which runs in theſe 
Words: Rev, &c. Cum Comites, Barones, Milites 
Nobis, &c. fecerunt undecimam de omnibus Bonis ſuis 
mobilibus, et Cives et Burgenſes, &c. ſeptimam de 
omnibus Bonis ſuis mobilibus, &c. nobis curialiter can: 
ceſerint, & c. When an Affair happened, which 


alfected only ſome Individuals, and called for an 


Aid to the Crown, it was common for thoſe Indi- 
viduals alone to be ſummoned; to which Purpoſe 
ſeveral Writs. are extant» In 35th Edward III, 
there is a Writ (which Dagdale has printed in his 
Collection of Writs of Summons to Parliament) 
directed to the Earl of Northampton, which, after 


_ reciting, the Confuſion the Affairs of Ireland were 


in, and that he, and ſome other Engliſh Lords had 
Poſſeſſions in that Kingdom, and were therefore 
more particularly obliged to the Defence of it, 
follows in theſe Words: Volumus Vobiſcum, et rum 


aliis de eodem Regno (Ang liæ ſcilicet) Terras. in did 


Terrã babrntibus Colloguium habere, &c. 


But, that the Reader may perceive how ſtrictly 
the Principle of no Perſons eg taxed without 
their Conſent, hath been regarded, it is proper to 
take Notice, that, upon the ſame Occaſion, Writs 


were likewiſe directed even to Women, who were 


Proprietors of Land in Ireland, to ſend their De- 
puties to conſult, and conſent to what ſhould. be 
Judged neeeſſary to be done on the Occaſions 
ee eg. 


— c- - + . 


7 ; \ 
Rex, &c. Alaris, &c. Salutem, &c. Vobis, 


24 Mandamus quod aliguem, vel aliguos de quibas 

confidatis apud Weſtmon. mittatis ad loquendam nobiſ- 
aum feper Aictis Negotiis, et ad faciendum et conſen- 
tiendum Nomine veſtro, ſaper bo er en 


eontigerit. 24 4,4 14 5 x4 4h £#+45 
„ F a . 17 2 
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A Reflection dat ariſes from the Jaiftences 
ALL ANNE > od particular Occaſion, /ome In- 
dividuals andy were to be taxed, and not the. whol: 
Community, heir Conſent only. was called for, 
and in the laſt Inſtance it appears, that they, who 


vpe at Occafion of a general: Fax, wouid have 
deen bound by the Conſent of their: virtual Re- 


efentatives (for in that Caſe they would have had 
no aFual Repreſentatives) were man. Affair calling 
for a particular Aid from them,, ſeparate from the 
reſt of the Community, required to {end their gar- 
ticular Deputies: But how different would be the 
Principle of a Statute, impoſing Puties without 


their Conſent who are to pay them, upon the Au- 


thority of their Gift, who ſhould capa to 
give, what doth bn er to Ones „ ee. 


Tbar great King, Edward I, Solid, In bs 
Writs: of Summons, as a firſt Principle of Law, 


that quod omnes tangat ab omnibus approbetur, which 


by no Torture can be made to ſignify that their 
Approbation or Conſent on is to be required in 
the -—— AE of 4 gs who are to pays uo · Part 
We it. et 3b; i | N OL: 1 


BEES; 


- - The Kiuttion of the Non-Electors 10 Kale 


their Capacity to become Electors.— their inſe- | 


*parable Connection with thoſe-, who are Electors, 


* — Reproſentarives=—their. 3 ** 


ow” Op- 


: es tk v4 CO PRAC bet % uo ad ,& ov tend 
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Oppreſſion reſulting from this Connection, and the 
Neceſſity of imagining a double or virtual Re- 

reſentation, to avoid Iniquity and Abſurdity, 
0 been explained The Inhabitants of the Co- 
lonies are, as ſuch, incapable of being Electors, 
the Privilege of Election being exerciſeable only 
in Perſon, and therefore if every Inhabitant of 
America, had the requiſite Freehold, not one could 
vote, but upon the Suppoſition of his ceaſing to 
be an Inhabitant of America, and becoming a Re- 
ſident in Great-Britain, a Suppoſition which would 
be impertinent, becauſe it ſhifts the Queſtion 
Should the Colonies not be taxed by Parliamen- 
tary Impoſitions, their reſpective Legiſlatures have 
a regular, adequate, and conſtitutional Authority 
to Tax them, and therefore there would not ne- 
ceſſarily be an iniquitous and abſurd exemption, 
from their not being repreſented by the Houſe of 
Commons. 5 


There is not that intimate and inſeparable Re- 
lation between the Eledtors of Great-Britain and 
the Inbabitants of the Colonies, which muſt ine- 
vitably involve both in the fame Taxation; on 
the contrary, not a ſingle actual Elector in Eng- 
land, might be immediately affected by a Taxa - 
tion in America, impoſed by a Statute which would 
have a general Operation and Effect, upon the 
Properties of the Inhabitants of the Colonies. 
The latter might be opprefſed in a Thouſand 
Shapes, without any Sympathy, or exciting any 
Alarm in the former. Moreover, even Acts, op- 
preflive and injurious to the Colonies in an ex- 
treme Degree, might become popular in England, 


from the Promiſe or Expectation, that the very 
Meaſures which depreſſed the Colonies, would 
4 = . 4 C 


give 


L 10] 
give e Eaſe to the Inhabitants of Gredt-Prizain.. I 
Is indeed true, that the Intereſts of Eugland and. 


the Colonies are allied, and an Injury to the Co- 


lonies produced into all its Conſequences, will 
eventually affect the Mother Country, yet theſe 
Conſequences being generally remote, are not at 
once foreſeen; they do not immediately alarm the 
Fears, and engage the Paſſions of the Eugliſb 
Electors, the Connection between a Freeholder 
of Great · Britain, and a Britiſh American heing de- 
ducible only through a Train of Reaſoning; which 


few will take the Trouble, or can have an Oppor- 


tunity, if they have Capacity, to inveſtigate ; 
wherefore the Relation between the HBritiſo Ame- 
ricans, and the Engliſh Electors, is a Knot too in- 
firm to, be relied on as a competent Security, eſ- 
peciall againſt the Force of a PE de- 
acting Expectation of Relief 

3 


If it would have been a juſt Ciitictifien, that 
the: Colonies being exactly in the /n Situation 
with the Non- Eleclors of England, are therefore re- 
preſented in the ſame Manner, it ought 40 be al- 
lowed that the Reafoning i is ſolid, Which, after 
having evinced a total  Diffonilarity of- 1 
infers chat their W is different. Jim 


if the Commons. of GroatrBritain on n . 
| by the Conſtitution, to GIVE AND -GRANT 
Property nos belonging to themſelves but togthers, 


without their Conſent actually or virtually given — 


If the Claim of the Colonies not 16} be: taxed 
without their Conſent, ſigniſied by their Repreſen: 
tatives, is well founded, if it appears char the Co- 
lonies are not actually repreſented by the Com- 
mons of Groat- Britain, and that the Notion of a 


3 1 double 


E at a6. as w a 
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double or virtual Repreſentation, doth not with 
any Propriety apply to the People of America; 
then the Principle of the Stamp A, mult be given 
up as indefenſible on the Point of Repreſentation, 
and the Validity of it reſted upon the Power 
which they who framed it, have to carry it into 


4 


Execution. eee 


„ Should the Parliament deviſe a Tax, to be 
4 paid only by thoſe of the People in Great-Bri- 
&« Fain, who are neither Members of either Houſe 
* of Parliament, nor their Electors, ſuch an Act 
* would be unjuſt and partial,” faith the Author 
of the Claim of the Colonies, &c. who yet al- 
lows that the Non-Ele&ors would have a Secu- 
< rity againſt the Weight of ſuch a Tax, ſhould 
it be impoſed, which the Colonies have not, 
& viz. That the Members of Parliament and their 
e Electors, muſt be relatively affected by it; but 
the induſtrious North- American, and the opu- 
„ lent WVeſt-Indian may have their Properties tax- 
* ed, and no Individual in Great- Britain partici- 
« pate with them in the Burden : On the con- 
e trary, the Members of Parliament would make 
« their Court to their Conſtituents moſt effectual- 
<« ly, by multiplying Taxes upon the Subjects of 
<« the Colonies.” . : 


s it not amazing that the above Author, with 
theſe Sentiments, ſhould undertake the Defence of 
the Stamp Duties, whieh, by his own Conceſſion, 
appear to be more unjuſt, and more partial than 
Tax he ſuppoſes, and upon which he be- 
ſtows, very properly, the Epithets of unjuſt and 
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But i it has been objected, that if the. Inhabitants 
of America. becauſe repreſented in their reſpective 


Aſſemblies, are therefore exempted from a Par- 
liamentary Tax, then the Citizens of London, who 
are repreſented in their Common Council, may 


plead the ſame Immunity. If it were not for the 
Authority upon which this Objection is urged, it 
might be ſafely paſſed over without a particular 
Anſwer ; but ſince it hath been introduced with 
an Appearance of Reliance, and the Opinion 
which it retails, is ſaid to have been delivered with 
great Gravity, and pronounced with deciſive Con- 
fidence, I would not be ſo wanting in Reſpect to 


an eminent Character, as to neglect the mm 


of a. direct Refutation. 


But I muſt obſerve that, when the Opinion of 
2 Lawyer is taken in a Matter of private Con- 
cern, in which he is under no Bias to deceive, a 
conciſe Declaration of it may generally ſuffice; 
he who applies for it being generally obliged to 
depend upon his Council's Character of - Integrity 
and Knowledge, not only becauſe the Expence of 


a methodical and minute Diſcuſſion would be too 


Burthenſome, but becauſe; the Force of legal 


Reaſoning is not generally underſtood. But in a 
Queſtion of public Concerament, the Opinion of | 


no Cours Lawyer, however reſpectable for his Can- 


dour and Abilities, ought to weigh more than the 


Reaſons 2 15 Ws ler, weer it. They ought 


to be e Tae „they may be examined. Con- 


hdering Ten pendone Credit ought to be cau- 
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| [13] 
tiouſiy and diffidently given, to his Aſſertion of 
what is his Opinion. Conſidering the Conſequence 
of a Deciſion, not to one Man only, but to Mil- 
lions that exiſt and Myriads that may exiſt, and 
the exceeding Fallibility of legal Knowledge, no- 
thing ſnort of clear Conviction, after the fulleſt 
Explication of the Reaſons of the Opinion, and 
the moſt accurate and intenſe Conſideration of 
their Validity, can juſtify an Acquieſcence un- 
der it. e NR 8 


On the preſent Occaſion, ſo immenſely impor- 
tant, Nullius addictus jurare in Verba Magiſtri, I 
ſhall pin my Faith upon the Dictum of no Lawyer 
in the Univerſe, and when his ipſe dixit is autho- 
ritatively urged, I ſhall be at no Pains to repreſs 
my Suſpicions that his Reaſons are concealed, be- 
cauſe, if fairly produced and held up to the Light, 
many Flaws in them would be diſcovered by a 
caretul Examiner. I have lived long enough to 
remember many Opinions of Court Lawyers upon 
American Affairs; they have been all ſtrongly 
marked with the ſame Character; they have been 
generally very ſententious, and the ſame Obſer- 
vation may be applied to them all. — They have 
all declared that to be legal, which the Miniſter 
for the Time being has deemed to be expedient. 
The Opinion given by a General of the Law in 
the late War on the Queſtion, Whether Soldiers 
might be quartered on private Houſes in America, 
muſt be pretty generally remembered. 


The very learned Gentleman has, it ſeems, de- 
clared that, upon mature Deliberation, he has 
formed his Opinion, that the Colonies are in 
* their Nature, no more than common Corpor- 
ations, and that the Inhabitants of a Colony 

$ are no more entitled to an Exemption from Par- 
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© The: Colonies have a 0 | — adequate 
legiſlative Authority, and are not only: repreſented 
in their Aſſemblies, but in 20 other Manner. The 
Power of making Bye-Laws veſted in the Com- 
mon Council is inadequate and incompleat, being 
baunded by a few particular Subjects; and the 
Common Council are actually repreſented too, 
by having a Choice of Members to ſerve in Par. 
liament. How then can the Reaſon of the Ex- 
emption from internal parliamentary Taxations, 


claimed by the e apply to lecke Cans of --: 


W ? 


T he Power deſcribed in the . Em 
is to: make Laws, and in the Exerciſe of that 
Power, the Colanies are bounded by no other Li- 


mitations than what reſult from their - Subordina- 


tion to, and Dependance upon Great-Britain. The 
Term Bye Laws is as novel, and improper, when 


applied to the Aſſemblies, as the Expreſſion Adds 


.of Aſſembly would be, if applied to the Parliament 
F Great - Britain, and it is as abſurd and inſenſible, 
to. call a Colony a common Corporation, becauſe 
not an independant Kingdom, and the Powers of 
each to make Laws and Bye Laws, are limited, 
though not comparable in their Extent, and the 
Variety of their Objects, as it would be to call 
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Should the. Analogy between the Colonies and 
Corporations be even admitted for a Moment, in 
order to ſee what would be the Conſequerice of the 


Paſtulatum, it would only amount to this, The Co- 


lies are veſted with as compleat Authority to all 
Intents and Purpoſes to Tax themſelves, as any 
Engliſh Corporation. is to make a Bye-Law, in any 


. imaginable Inſtance for any local Purpoſe what- 


ever, and the Parliament doth not make Laws for 
Corporations upon Subjects, in every Reſpect proper 
for By-Laws. | W 


F But I do not reſt the Matter upon this, or any 
other Circumſtance, however conſiderable, to prove 
the Impropriety of a Taxation by the Britiſh Par- 
lament. I rely upon the Fact, that not one In- 
habitant in any Colony is, or can be aZxally or 
virtually repreſented by the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons, and therefore, that the Stamp Duties are 


ſeverely impoſed. ee 5 


But it has been alledged, that if the Right to 
Give and .Grant the Property of the Colonies by an 
internal Taxation is denied to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the Subordination or Dependance of the 
Colonies, and the Superintendence of the Britifh 


Parliament cannot be conſiſtently eſtabliſhed — 


That any ſuppoſed Line of Diſtinction between 
the two; Caſes, is but . a whimſical Imagination, 
« a chimerical Speculation againſt Fact and Ex- 
< -perience.” Now, under Favour, I conceive 
there is more Confidence, than Solidity in this 
Aſſertion, and it, may be ſatisfactorily and cafily 


proved, that the Subordination and Dependance 
of the Colonies may be preſerved, and the /upreme 


Authority of the Mother Country be firmly fup- 
d yet the Principle of Repreſentation, 
d'the Right of the Britiſb Houſe of Commons 

W flowing 


* 


4 


How ing from it, to Give and Grant the Propetty 
of che Commons of America, be denied 


. The Colonies ate dependant upon Great Britain, 
and the ſupreme Authority veſted in the King, 
Lords, and Commons, may juſtly be exerciſed to 
ſecure, or preſerve their Dependance, whenever 
neceſſary for that Purpoſe, This Authority reſults 
from, and is implied in the Idea of the Relation 
ſubſiſting between England and her Colonies ; for, 
conſidering the Nature of human Affections, the 


Inferior is not to be truſted with providing Regu- 


lations to prevent his Rifing to an Equality with 
his. Superior. But, though the Right of the Su- 
perior to uſe the proper Means for preſerving the 

obe dination of his Inferior is admitted, yet it 
does not neceſſarily follow, that he has a Right to 
ſeize the Property of his Inferior when he pleaſes, 
or to command him in every I bing, fince, in the 
Degrees of it, there may very well exiſt a Deper- 
dance. and Jnferiorivy, without abſplute Vaſſalage 
and Slavery. In what the Superior may rightfully 
controul, or compel, and in what the Inferior 
ought to be at Liberty to act without Controrl or 
Compulſion, depends upon the Nature of the 
Dependance, and the Degree of the Subordina- 


tion; and, theſe being aſcertain:d, the Meaſure 
of Obedience, and Submiſſion,” and the Extent 


of the Authority and Superintendence will be fet- 
tled. When Powers, compatible with the Relä- 
tion between the Superior and Inferior, have, by 

expreſs Compact, been granted to, and accepted by 
the latter, and have been, after that Compact, re- 
peatedly recognized by the former. WRen They 
way be exerciſed effectually upon every Octaſion 
without any Injury to that Relation, the Authority 
. bf the Superior cannot properly inte rpoſe ; for, bythe 
Powers veſted in the Inferior, is the Superior limites. 
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By their Conſtitutions of Government, the Ca 
lonies ate ih powered to impoſe internal Taxes. 
This Power W compatible with their Dependance, 


and hath been expreſly recognized by Britiſb Mi- 
niſters and the Britiſh" Parliament, upon imany 
. : and it may be ezerciſed effectu 

without: ſtriking at, or impeaching, in any Reſ- 
pet," che Super mtendence of che Briti/h- Parkia- 
wege May y not then the Line be diſtinctiy and 


for preſerving or ſecuring the Depen- 
the Colonies, and ſuch as are not neceſ- 


b * proper for that very important Purpoſe 


When the Powers were conferred upon the Co- 
Jobiek; they were conferred too as Privileges and 
Immunities, and accepted as ſuch ; or, 10 ſpeak 
more properly, the Privileges belonging neceſſarily 


| Us oa between ſuch Acts as are neceſſary, 


to Them as Britiſh Subjects, were ſolemnly declar- 
ed and confirmed by their Charters, and They who 


ſettled in America under the Encouragement and 
Faich of theſe Charters, underſtood, not only that 
They migbt, but that it was their Right to exerciſe 
choſe Powers without Controul, or Prevention. In 
ſome of the Charters the Diſtinction is expreſſed, 

nd the ſtrongeſt Declaratzons made, and the moſt 
fol olemn Aſſurances given that the Settlers ſhould 
not have. 9 — le taxed without their own 
Conſent by their eſentatives, though their 
legiſlative Apthority is iwie at the ſame Time, 
by cke Suborclingtion implied in theit Relation, 


and They are therefore reſtrained: from making 


Ads of Aﬀembly repugaant to the Laws:of Eng- 
Jan, and, had W Diſtinction not been expreſſed, 
wers given would have implied it, fors if 


i Parliament may in 2 Caſe interpoſe, boa 


C18] | = 


Occaſion, and not limited by their Subordination P, 

to the Mother Country, it may in every Caſe,” 

which would make anolber Appellation more 01 
roper to deſeribe their Condition, than the Name 3 

| by which their Inhabitants have been uſually called, * 

and have gloried in. "NY 1 

Becauſe the Parliament may, when the Relation of 

between Great Britain and her Colonies calls for an 01 

Exertion of her Superintendence, bind the Co- 1 

lonies by Statute, therefore a Parliamentary In- VF: 

terpoſition in every other Inſtance, is juſtifiable, 15 

is an Inference that may be denied. 4 | F £4 

| On ſome Emergencies, the King, by the Con- Ce 

| ſtitution, hath an abſolute Power to provide for 7 
the Safety of the State, to take Care, like a Ro- 10 
Fl man Dictator, ne quid Detrimenti capiat Reſpublica, a 
| and this Power is not ſpecifically annexed to the ha 

| | Monarchy by any expreſs Law; it neceſſarily re- 

| ſults from the End and Nature of Government, *. 
In but who would infer from this, that the King, in 
q every Inſtance, or upon every Occaſion, can, upon * 
#4 the Principles of the Conſtitution, exerciſe this 7 
#4 ſupreme Power ? Soy | 2 ">< 
i} The Britiſh Minifters have, in the moſt effectual — 
+4 Terms, at different Periods, from the Reign of ou 
| Charles II, to that of the preſent King, recognized hs 
1 this Diſtinction in their Requiſitions, tranimitted N 
i to the Colonies to raiſeand levy Men and Money, * 
4 by Acts of Aſſembly; and recently, in the Courſe « | 
| | of the laſt War, they were ſo far from thinking 60 
S that it was proper for the Briti/h Houſe of Commons 79 
#4 to Give and Grant the Property of ' the Colonies to 4 
TI ſupport the military Operations in America, upon . 
{| * which not only. the immediate Protection of that « 


* 2 8 7:3 | Part 
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Part of the Britiſi Dominions, but the moſt impor- 
tant 'Tntereſts, perhaps the ultimate Preſervation: - 
of Great Britain from Deſtruction, eſſentially de- 
pended; I ſay, on this great Occaſion of the moſt 
important, and national Concernment, the Britiſh 
Miniſters were ſo far from calling upon the Houſe 
of Commons, in their peculiar Department, to Give, 
aud Grant; Property, belonging neither to Them- : 
ſelves, nor their Conſtituents, that They directly 
applied to be Colonies to tax Themſelves, in 
Virtue of the Authority and Privilege conferred. 
by their Charters, and promiſed to recommend it 
to the Britiſb Parliament to grant them a proper 
Compenſation for the Expence They ſhould incur 
in providing for the general Service. — They made 
good their Promiſe; and, if all the Money raiſed 
in the Colonies, by Acts of Aſſembly, in pur- 
ſuance of the Requiſitions of the Britiſp Miniſters, 
hath not been repaid by Parliament, à very. 
conſiderable Part of it hath + 


Could They, who made the Requiſitions I have 
mentioned, or the Aſſemblies that complied with 
them, intend, or imagine the Faith of the Engliſh 

Government was to be preſerved by a Retribution, 
| | at one Time, of the Money diſburſed at the In- 
ance, and upon the Credit of the Britiſb Miniſtry, 
enforced and ſupported by Royal Aſſurances, and 

by taking it back again at another Time? Is this 
Method of keeping the Faith of Government ta 
be ranked among the © Improvements which have 
deen made beyond the Idea of former Admi- 
“ niſtrations, conducted by Miniſters ignorant 
of the Importance of the Colonies, or who 
impotently neglected. their Concerns, or were 
* diverted by mean Purſuits, from attending to 
„Them?“ Is it abſolutely certain, that there 
never can, at any future Period, ariſe a Criſis, in 
1 | D 2 which 
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which the Exertion of the Colonies may be hecef. 
ſary, or, if there fhould, that it will bring with it 
n Oblivion of all fortner Indire&tion ?=—Bur : 
this is a Subject fitter for ſilent Meditation, than 


A 


public Diſcuſſion, © | 82 


There was a Time when Meaſures of Preven- 
tion might have been taken by the Colonies. 


There may be a Time when Redreſs may be ob- 


* * 


tained— Till then, Prudence, as well zs Duty, 


requires Submiſſion. 


It iq preſumed that it was a notable Service 


done by New England, when the Militia of that 


Colony reduced Cape Breton, ſince it enabled the 
Britihh Minifters to make a Peace leſs diſadvanta- 


geous and inglorious than They otherwiſe muſt 


have been conſtrained to ſubmit to, in the humble 


State to which they were then reduced. That the 


general Exertion of the Colonies in North America, 
during the laſt War, not only facilitated, but was 
indiſpenſably requiſite to the Succeſs of thoſe 
Operations by which ſo many glorious Conqueſts 
were atehieved, and that thofe Conqueſts have 


pur it in the Power of the preſent illuſtrious Mi- 


niſters to make a Peace upon Terms of ſo much 
- Glory and Advantage, as to afford an inexhauſtible 
Subject during their Adminiſtration - and the 
Triumph of Toryiſm, at leaſt, for their ingenious 
Panegyriſts to celebrate. IH T0: ee 


An American, without juſtly incurring” the Im- 
Patation of Ingratitude, may doubt, whether 


fome other Motive, beſides pure Genkroſity, did 


not prompt the Britiſb Nation to engage in the 


Defence of the Colonies. He may be indured to 
think. that the Meaſures taken for the Protection 
of the Plantations, were not only connected with 


of. 


the 
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| When an Houſe is in Flames, and the next 
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the Intereſts, but even neceſſary to the Defence of 
Great Britain herſelf, becauſe he may have Reaſon 
to imagine that Great Britain could not long ſub- 
fiſt as an independent Kingdom after the Loſs of 
her Colonies. —He may, without Arrogance, be ' 
inclined to claim ſome Merit from the Exertion 
of the Colonies, ſince. it enabled Great Britain 
ultimately to defend herſelf; I mean that Kind of 
Merit which ariſes from Benefits done to others, 
by the Operation of Meaſures taken for our'own 


Sakes -a Merit moſt illuſtriouſſy diſplayed in the 


Generoſity of Great Britain, when, with their 
Co- operation, ſne protected the Colonies to pre- 
ſerve herſelf. RES „ 


. 


Neighbour is extremely active, and exerts his En- 
deavours to extinguiſh the Fire, which, if not 
conquered, would catch, and conſume his own 
Dwelling, I do not ſay, that if the Owner of the 


Houſe which had been in Flames, ſhould, after the 
Fire was ſubdued, complaiſantly thank his Neigh- 


bour generally for his Services, he would be ab- 


ſurdly ceremonious; but, if the Aſſiſtant ſhould 
afterwards boaſt of his great Generoſity, and claim 


a Right to the Furniture of the Houſe which he 
had aſſiſted in Saving, upon the Merit of his Zeal 
and Activity, he would deſerve to be put in Mind 


: of the Motive of his Service. 9215 


- If the Advantapes gained by the lats moft p1b- 
rious and ſucceſsful War have been ſecured by an 
adequate Peace If the Succeſſes that attended the 
military Operations of the Britiſh Arms, were the 
Effect of the conjunct Efforts of the Britiſſß Nat 


ion and her Colomes, rouſed by the Spirit, excited 


by the Virtue, animated by the Vigour, and con- 
ducted by the: Wiſdom of the ableſt Miniſter chat 
„ a | | ever 


L 


ever ſerved his. Country, has there been no Com- 


penſation received for the Charges of the War? 
Are the Colonies entitled to no Credit for it? 


When the Deſign is to oppreſs the Colonies 


with Taxes, or calumniate the late patriotic Mi- 


niſter, the Expences of the War, and the Enormity 


of the national Debt are proclaimed: When the 
Preſent all-accompliſhed Adminiſtration is to be 
celebrated, then is the immenſe Value of the new 
Acquiſitions difplayed in the brighteſt Colours, 
« Acquiſitions vaſt in Extent, richly productive 
< of the valuable Commodities belonging to their 
<« ſeveral Climates. The Poſſeſſion of thoſe in 
& North America, enſures the Safety of the other 
<. Colonies there, infomuch that our only dange- 


« .rous Neighbours, the French, do not think the 
<«- Pittance left worth retaining, having, by the 


« Ceſhon of Louiſiana to the Spaniards, avowedly 


given up for ever thoſe great Objects, for which 


«. alone They began the War.—The ceded Iſlands 
are almoſt of equal Advantage, for protecting 
Jour own, and annoying the Settlements of the 
« French and Spaniards, if They ſhould be again 
< our Enemies.—Part of Nova Scotia, ſince the 
* Removal of the neutral French, hath: been al- 
« ready fettled by 10,000 Inhabitants, within the 
* Compaſs of Six or Seven Years, a Province 
« lately conſidered as no more than a proper Si- 
% tuation for a Fortreſs, whoſe Garriſon it could 
c not ſubfſt: Even Cape Breton, that barren Ap- 
* pendage to the Province of Nova Scotia, is 
known now to contain Treaſures fo worthy of 
«Attention, as to be reſerved to the Crown. 
The Mines there are not Veins; they are 
Mountains of Coal; vaſt Chfts of nothing elſe, 
* ftand open, and acceſſible; no Boring neceſſary 
«to find it; no Fit neceſſary to come at it; no 
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er Fire-Engines - requiſite for carrying on the: 
« Works. This Iſland, and all the neighbouring, 
« Shores. in the Gulph of St. Laurence, have an- 
&« other Fund of Wealth in their Fiſheries. . Ca- 


e ada is already a very flouriſhing Colony, inha- 


« bited by 90,000 People, and their Demand on- 
« Crtat-Britain for a Supply of Manufactures, 
« muſt be immediately conſiderable. The Peltry 
« will be another great Branch of Commerce. 
Maſt-Florida is ſurprizingly fertile, and luxuriantly. 
productive in its natural State, of every Thing, 
« and not only promiſing, but actually producing 
« Wines and Silk, and Indigo, &c, &c. © 
Is no Part of this Deſcription the Ebullition of an 
exuberant Fancy, and ſhall we not caſt one Glance 
of Retroſpection towards the Man, who, when his 
Country was deſpiſed, and inſulted, and ſunk. into 
the moſt abject Condition of Deſpoadence, by in- 
ſpiring her Sons with that invincible Vigour of Pa- 
triotiſm, with which himſelf was animated, not 
only diſpelled her Fears, ſecured her Safety, and 
retrieved her Honour, but humbled. her Enemies, 
and tore from them the Reſources of their Strength, 


\ 


and the Supports of their Inſolence? 


Are the Acquiſitions of the War retained by the 
Peace, ſo ineſtimably valuable, and ought not the 
Colonies to have ſome Conſideration, that were ins 
ſtrumental in the Succeſſes whence thoſe Acquiſi- 
tions flow ed, and ſtrained every Nerve in the ge- 
neral Service, to that Degree of Exertion, that 
without it, all the Power of Great. Britain, all the 
amazing Abilities of her Miniſter, and all the 
Diſcipline, and unparalleled Bravery of her national 
Troops and Seatmen, could not have availed beyond 
mere Defence, if happily. ſo far? If the War was 
expenſiye beyond all former Example, ſo yere the 
Juofiiwg 4 * | | Succe ſſes 
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Sucreffes bf it beneficial. If the Expences attending 
the:military' Operations in America, are Juſtly to 
ber charged to the ſole Defence of the Colonies, | 
and no Part of it tg the Security of Great-Britgiy, 
on td the Views of extending her Pominions by 
Cenqueſt, if all. the — of the War have 
been atchievetl by the. national Arms of Great- 
Nitain al. Od E, without any Aſſiſtance, or Co ope- 

ration of the Plantations, ſtill ought not the Claim 
the Colonies in Equity, to be mitigated 

upon Reflection or the Adyantages derived from 
Them, and of their Contribution to the- national 
Revenue for a long Courſe of Years, during which, 
their Protection put the Britiſh Nation to very 
little, * any Particular rue 1 


If moreover, Great- Britain hath- an; be 
Claim to the Contribution of the Colonies, it 
; = to be proportioned to their Circumſtances, 

They might, ſurely, be indulged! with diſ-. 
charging it in the moſt eaſy, and ſatisfactory Man · 
ner to Themſelves. If Ways and Means conve-. 
nient, and conciliating would produce heir Con · 
tribution, as well as oppreſſive and diſguſting Ex · 
actions, it is neither conſiſtent with: Humanity or 
Policy, to purſue the latter — A Power may even 
exiſt without an actual Exerciſe of it, and it indi- 
cates as _ good Senſe as good Nature to exer- 
eiſe it, only that the Subjects of it may feel * 
Nod that Rules Them. Moderation may be ob- 

ſferved, and Equity maintained, at at the fame Time 
that Superiority-is aſſerted, and Aythority. vindi- 
cated, whatever the ; of Uſarps ions of Pyſillani- 
mity, or the Insolence of ſurpaton men fee. 

Wbat is the aol Sd expected from 1 he Co- 
We ut Proportion from eaoh—how far do 
Their Abilities. extend? Theſe Matters have 5 

without 
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UF] 
without doubt, preciſely aſcertained, or cafily may . 
be, at a Time E the real, the ſubſtantial, | 
« rhe commercial Intereſts of Great-Britain, are 
« preferred to every other Conſideration, and it is 
« fo well known, that the Trade whence it's 
« greateſt Wealth is derived, and upon which it's 
maritime Power is principally founded, depends 
« upon a wiſe and proper Uſe of the Colonies,” 
which implies, at leaſt, ſuch an Underſtanding of 
their Circumſtances, as muſt render it extremely 
eaſy, to form a reafonable Eſtimate of their com- 
arative Wealch, and the Extent of their Ahilities. 
he Proportion of each Colony, being ſo eaſily 
aſcertainable at this Period of uncommon Know- 
ledge of their Affairs, why has the Courſe. ob- 
ſerved by former Miniſters, when Supplies have 
been expected from America, been neglected by the 
preſent ? Why was there not the uſual Requiſition / 
communicared to the Provincial Aſſemblies, in- 
ſtead of exacting an uncertain and unequal Sum 
from each Colony, by a Law abruptly paſſed with- 
out any previous Default of thofe who are affected 
by it? I ſhall not call ita Law repugnant to their 
Genius, cancelling their Charters, infringing the 
moſt valuable Rights and Privileges of Britiſb Sub- 
jects, derogatory from the Faith and Honour of 
Government, unjuſt and cruel in it's Principles, 
ngorguy and oppreſſive in the Means provided for 
it's Execution, and as pernicious in. it's Conſe- 
8 to the Mother Country, as injurious to the 
olonies in it's immediate Operation, but I may 
call it a rigorous and ſevere Law. It is in vain to 
attempt a Palliation of this uſeleſs Severity, (uſe- 
leſs mean to the Purpoſe of raifing a Revenue) 
by fallaciouſly pretending that, as all the Colonies 
were to be taxed, and the Authority of each is 
limited, the Interpoſition of the Parliament be- 
came neceſſary; fince nothing can be leſs diſpue- 
9 3 able, 
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able, than that each Colony hath a competent Au- 
thority to raiſe it's Proportion, and conſequently 
nothing is more evident, than that all the Colonies 
might raiſe the whole. * The Aſſertion that the 
Colonies would have paid no Regard to any Re- 
Tune is raſh and unauthorized, and had the 

vent actually happened, the Trouble and Loſs of 
Time to the Miniſters in making the Experiment, 
would not have been conſiderable or detrimental. 
to the Nation, and after it's Failure, an Act of 
Parliament might ſtill have been made to compel 
the Contribution, if the Power which hath been 


exerciſed is defenſible upon the Principles of the 
Britiſb Conſtitution. 


A Meaſure ſo extreme, could hardly be at once 
purſued, becauſe the Miniſters did not know what 
to demand, who have made ſo. many Regulations 
in regard to the Colonies, © founded upon Know- 
s ledge, formed with. Judgment, and executed 
* with Vigour.“ Had the Requiſitions been com- 
municated, I make no doubt but They would have 


it is aſſerted in the Pamphlet entitled, The Claim of the Co 


lonies, &c, that Maryland availing herſelf of the Protection of 


Virginia and Pennhlrania, contributed nothing to the common 
Defence. This Writer from à View of ſome Map of North 
America imagined, it ſhould ſeem, that Virginia and. Penſiluaia 
were ſettled ſo as ta encompaſs Maryland ; but the I ruth is, that 
the Frontiers of Maryland were as much expoſed, 2s thoſe of the 
next Colonies, and the Fact is moreover falſe, for I have been 
well-informed that Maryland contributed near 50,000 /, and in- 
curred befides a, conliderable Expence, which is now A Debt 
upon the public Journal of that Colony, by putting ber Militia 
. Into actual Service; and that an unhappy Diſpute, attended with a 
very heavy provincial Charge, on re, re of Privilege, wasthe 
real Cauſe, why the Grants of Macylard were not-more liberal. 
Aſter all. there have been Inſtances; I ſpeak not of more modern 
Times, in which the Pa; ſimoay of the Parliamenthath been com- 
plained of, and the Notion of Privilege carried to a great Length 
by che Houſe of Commons; but theſe have not been thought 
ſolid Reaſons for ſtripping their Conſtituents of their, Rights... 
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been entertained with Reſpect, and productive of 


all the Effects that could reaſonably have been ex- 
pected from Them. A petty American Aſſemblyx 
would not, in Anſwer to fuch Requiſitions, have 
impertinently recommended the Reduction of ex- 
orbitant Salaries, the Abatement of extravagant, 
and the Abolition of illegal Perquiſites, the Ex- 
tinction of uſeleſs Places, or the diſbanding of un- 
deſerving, or ill deſerving Penſioners, as a more 
proper and beneficial Method of relieving the 
ublic Burthens, than a new and heavy Impoſition 


Miniſterial Avarice or Ambition? 


at ib 


If a Sum had been liquidated; and a preciſe 


2 


C 
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Hints may be thrown out at the ſame Time, to 
_ cheriſh the Hopes of the Nation, that there are th 
' beſt Grounds to expett * the Meaſure will he pro- 
Wes _—_ of all that can be deſired or withed. - 


The fru cal Republicans of N. arth- America (if 
\:"- thei Brite Inhabitants there are to be diſtinguiſhed 
by r Mel. Name, becauſe it implies that They are 
-  - Enemies'to the Goyernment of England, and ought 
| therefore to be regarded with a jealous Eye) may 
be allowed, without N from the vaſt and 
785 ligious Knowledge o 
| quainted with their own internal Circumſtances 
better than a Stranger, who muſt depend upon In- 
formation; and that too, moſt frequently, be Men 
not the moſteminentfor their Candour, diſtinguiſhed 
by their Sagacity, or reſpectable for their Integrity, 
Had Requiſitions been made, and the Sum demanded 
been equitable, and proportioned tq their Circum- 
ſtances, They could have fallen upon Ways and 


Nleans leſs oppreſſive than the Stamp Duties. Bey 


41 frequently taxed Themſelves: They have 
wag ab Methods of Taxation: They know, 
Pk rience, the eaſieſt and leaſt expenſive.— 


op Al ruction of their evy-Adty | 
is ſettled : vey can be carried into 8 | 


not- only at a ſmall Ex ＋ 8 hg 4 4.9 
con{idetable Part of (het A 


» 
plication t Ofc 
* 1 Ft DS 


2 r "Joe 691 hem from the Col, "ies, amount- 


ng to 4, o00, J. It woold havg been a reg Service if 


be had Tinted qut how this Debt i: to be paid 21 the Op: 


n of new and heavy Impofitions, n be the p19- 
* jy if chers ſhould — 2255 


oo. 2 Stagnation — er want- of Taylor: 
r 2 


Miniſter, to be ac: 


d der Sappory | der i 


'© Tris aſſerted by the er af The Claim of the n | 
e that the Merck, trading io the ſeveral Colonies gave in 
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out 1 Pains and grievous Penalties, without 

Oppreſſion of the innocent, giving Countenance to 

Vexation, and Encouragement to proſligate In- 
formers, without the Eſtabliſhment ok. ahnmer 

and Aan Courts of * n 


Fbe national Debt is heavy, and it +. popu ular 


Scheme to draw from the Colonies a Contribution 
towards the Relief of the Mother- Country. The 
Manner of effecting it is not carefully attended to, 
or nicely regarded by thoſe who expect to receiye 


the Benefit. The End is ſo ardently deſired, that, 
whether the Means might not be more moderate, 


is not ſcrupulouſly, ng by Men, who think 
Tbepſelves in no Danger of Injury or Oppreſſion 
from their Severity. It is affirmed to thoſe who 
cannot detect the. Fallacy, of the Aſſertion, that 


Millions have been expended /olely in the Defence 


of Americe. They believe it, and thence are eaſily 


erſuaded that the Claim of a Contribution from 
e Colonies is juſt and equitable, and that any 


ra neceſſary to ſecure it, is right and kad 
” able.— t is repreſented, that unleſs the Colonies 


d of the Trial. Jux. and — * of 
are eſtabliſhed, in which, [udges from 


Engin, Strangers, without Connection or Inte- 


reſt in America, removeable at Pleaſure, and ſup- 


if pared by liberal Salaries, are to preſide ; unleſs 


are encouraged and favoured, and the 


1 accuſed moſt rigorouſly dealt by, that the Tax will 
be eluded and theſe. Severities are excuſed on 


Account of their ſuppoſed Neceſſity.” The Color 


mies al e deſcribed to 5 by A een wie, 
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"9 It as kewody held-ts hay glen „ ine 
ſtead of having Juſtice at Home, the mon ſ 1 eas. Awe 
Rome by AryEALS 3 but an American is to be 2 from 
lome, in the FIRST InsTaRCt,.as well 2 1 q 
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N ulent People: —It i is alledged that They 
ute to the national Expence, dy Taxes e. 
5 1 5 pitiful Sum of 19800. per Lear, for the 
Collection of which, an Eftabliſhment of Officers, 
attended with the Expence of. 7600 J. per annum, 
is neceſſary. — Upon theſe Premiſſes, the Uneaſinęſs 
of the Colonies, at being forced to bring more 
into the common Stock, ab es to be unreaſon- 
able, if not rebellious; and They ſeem rather to 
deſerve Reprehenſion and Correction, than F ayour 
_ een, | | 


The Succeſſes of the War were obtained” as well 
by the vigorous Efforts of the Colonies, as by the 
Exertion of | Great-Britain-—The Faith of Great- 
Britain hath been engaged in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner, to re-pay the Colonies the Monies levied by, 
internal Taxations for the Support of the War. — 
Is it conſiſtent with that Faith to tax Them to- 

warts finking the Debt in Part incurred by that 
Nane The immenſe Acceſſion of Terri- 
9077 and Value of the Acquiſitions obtained by 
the Peace, is the Conſequence of the Succefles of 
the War— The Charge of the War is leſſened by the 
| Advantages reſulting from the Peace The Colo- 
nies, för a long Courſe of Time, have largely con- 
tributed to the public Revenue, and put Great- 
Britain to little or no Expence for their Protec 
tion. If it were equitable to draw from Them a 
further Contribution, it does not therefore follow, 
that it is proper to force it from Them, by the harſn 

22 Pl pede Methods eſtabliſhed by the Stamp- Act; 
unequal and diſproportioned to Ibeir Cir- 
comſtances whom it wary z exempting Opulence, 
cruſhing. Ind ence; and tearing. from a numerous, 

loyal, apd ü Ea People, the be Privileges They had, 


in n. thei Opinion, * merited, and juſtly 
12 held 
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held moſt dear. If They are really in Debt, the 
Payment of it hath not been refuſed, it hath not 
been demanded.— If one Subject, grown giddy 
with ſudden Elevation, ſhould, at any futürè Pe- 
riod, raſhly declare, tha: the Colonies ſhould be 
taxed, at all Events, in the moſt rigorous Man- 
ner; and that Millions of induſtrious and uſeful 
Subjects ſhould be grievouſly oppreſſed, rather than 
himſelf depart from his Character of Pertinacity 
and Wilfulneſs, check the Impulſe of a tyrannical 
Diſpoſition, or forego the Gratification of his 
Vanity, in a wanton Diſplay of Power, Submiſſion 
would be an' admirable Virtue indeed, if not the 
J TT ITE 


That the Contribution ariſing from the Stamp- 
Duties is diſproportioned to #heir Circumſtances 
from whom it is exacted, is manifeſt; for They 
will produce in each Colony, a greater, or le 
Sum, not in Proportion to its Wealth, but to the 
Multiplicity of Juridical Forms, the Quantity of 
vacant Land, the Frequency of transferring landed 
Property, the Extent of Paper Negotiations, the 
Scarcity of Money, and the Number of Debtors, 
A larger Sum will be exatted from a Tobacco- 
Colony than from Jamaica; and it will not only be 
higher in one of the pooreſt Colonies, and the leaſt 
able to bear it, than in the richeſt; but the prin- 
cipal part of the Revenue will be drawn from 
the pooreſt Indiyiduals in the pooreſt Colonies, 
from Mortgagors, Obligors, and Defendants. If - 
this be true, does the Act deſerve the Encomium 
of being 4 Mode of Taxation the eafieſt; and the 
moſt equal, a Duty upon Property ſpread lightly over 
4 great Variety of SubjetFs, and heavy upon none 9 


N * 
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Nu. Commons of Great Britain, moteover, in!! 
theit Capacity of Repreſentative, not only Give and _ C 
Crau the Property of the Colontes ; but, in my th 
Conſtruction of the Stamp- Act, (however every by 
Reader may examine and judge for himſelf) Give St: 
and Grant alſo to certain Officers of the Crown, Gr 

2 Power to tax Them higher ſtill; for theſe Ofi- tio 
cers will not, I preſume, be called virtual Repres I v 
entatives too; and what they ſhall think fit to the 

levy, by an ingenious Extent of the Fiction, wil! the 
not be conſidered as levied with the Conſent of the the 
Colonies—The Inſtances, I believe, are rare, in do! 
which the Repreſentatives of the People of Eng- cul 
land have delegated to Officers of the Crown, the wh 
Power of wang ther Conſtituents, nor hath any Mc 
Diſtinction yet been advanced to prove, that in Per 
their Capacity of virtual Repreſentatives of the Co. ane 
lonies, the Houſe of Commons not having the nor 
kame Confidence repoſed in Them, ought to pro- abl 
ceed upon peculiar Rules. There was a Statute of gen 
Henry II, by which, I think, the King's Pro: ni 
clamations, with the Conſent of the Privy Coun- 05 
cil, were to operate as Laws; and another Statute 1 
of Richard II, that the Power of the Two Houſes dec 
ſhould be veſted in Twelve Lords; but theſe Acts Nox 
bear no Reſemblance to the Stamp-Act. 1 « g 
. N | 1 | 3. 1 66% 
The Stamping Inſtruments are to be retained in « H 
land, —Vellum, Parchment, and Paper, are to 6 
be ſent to America, ready ſtamped.— The firſt (wh 

. Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, or the Commiſ- no 
ſioners, or any Three or more of Them, are, by Fag 
the Act, impowered to ſet any Price upon the Vet- - of t 
lam, Parchment and Paper, and the Payment of than 
that Price is ſecured and enforced bythe ſamt Pam «th 
and Penalties that the Stamp-Duties are, _ 
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cons ie the Place of+ the-tegal-Judicatories;/and:” » 
ſerved Payounite, the '/CommoneLawsFrizl:.-.: 


ry; would not juſtify the Aﬀertion, chat ene 


— At hath {tripped the Colenies of "this + g 


Guards and Securities provided by the Conſtitu- 
tion againſt Oppteſſiun in the Execution of Laws, 


I would much leſt preſume to. ſay; tlie veſting in 
the Commiſſioners of the 'Treafury'a Power to-tart 
the Colonies will amply-juſtify the Aſſertion, that 
« the Stamp · Act hath not Jefe Then even the Sha 


dow: of a Privilege. It is indeed ſomething diffi- 
cult -c imagine how the Order of Demderacy, 


which is as much a Part of the Conſtitution 43“ 


Monarchy or Ariſtocracy, can exiſt when the 
People ate excluded from a Share in the executing, 


and a Share in tbe making of Laws; but tha is | 
not the preſent” Cate; and, though may not b 


able to anſwer a ſpecious Object ion, formed upon 


1 Principles; Lam not obi d aer ede 151 1 


tit Pam convinced of its Schdity. 07 Har ps 


Nast; 45 ' w# pv H-: * 5 10 1 {þ 44a #22 © N 14 24 221 181 7208 


A little Examination will find how unfair and. 
deceptive the Repreſentation is, chat the Colonies id. 


Nas America, Two Millions of Britiſpb Subs. 
jects, an opulent, thriving and commercial 
* "People, conttibute to the national Expence, no 
more than . er 800. per Annum by — raiſed 


4” for though it ſhould be acknowledged. 
(which L neither admit nor deny, becauſe Ido hst 
| tenity of coming the! 
Fact) that che Impofitlens upom the Inhabitants . 
of the Colonies do not raiſe bere, a greater Sum · 


Know, nor hase an 


than bath been ſtated, ie deth not follows: chat. 
the nkabitants; of- the Celonies are indulged at 
«© the Expence of Great Britain, and that the- 
bs Britiſh — who out of his. = 
: © 66 0s 
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*4 Pitranzqohardlyi -narned, pays tha hi 
nee Haris in the Price | bis Gape 3 
< ſamptionz, as: n.to complain if immenſa 
Sums a raiſed- den we em tang ths: Hor. 
logins Mabard. pa, ö 


yr fuch Anion; — e is —— | 
miſied, Credulity deceived; and Ptejudices en- 
cited. Thus Oppreſſion gains, the Credit. ef 
. _ Cruelty e Haſſds for Maderation,, and, Ty- 

rr 
— is celebrated by Adulation, and aps. 
D 28. his Wunden nad: Patio 

OO: F 


Phe Tub. is, that's vaſt — ariſes: to thes 
Britify Nation from Faxes: paid by; the Colonies in- 
GaRE AN Barr Aingandevendbe maſh ignorant Britiſn 
Cottagen, nat impaled; upon by infamous Miſre- 

__ preſentation, wulk:;perceive,. that it is of. no Con- 
ſequence to his Eaſt and Relief, whether ther Dur, 
ties raiſed upon America are paid there, and thence 

afterwards remitted? to Great: Britain, or pridiat 
1 ha nee o_ the: * in e 
| Brilaine. WS To \ 


"In the Anicle, of. * nec fur antes 3 ; 
Vanier pays a Tax-upon-thatProdyce of his Land 
and. ———— Great Britsin more than = 

St Pimes the, clear, Sum xeceived-by Him fer it, | 
_  beſidgs the Expences of: Ereighh Cammuſſion.and! : 
other Charges, and double Freight, Coemmiſũon 
and Charges upon the Tobacco re- ported, by 
whigh he. Brizh Merchants, Mariners and other 
* Britif; Subjects, are ſupported 2 Tax, at deaſt 
equal: to; What is paid by any Farmer of Great 
a Nritain. — of .the- LS Proper” 
een 9 


1 * 


| lonies is of the kame Chai 


„ * ves the Appendix, ; 
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ty; and mbresver the Planter muſt contribute to 


the duppert of -the expenſive internal Government 


oo n Wu, 8 Which 150 * reſides. 
* it objected, that the Duties charged 75 


Tobacco, fall ultimately upon the Confumers of = 


this Commodity in the conſequential Price ſet 
upon it? Be it ſo, and let the Principle be eſta- 
bliſhed that all Taxes upon a Commodity, are Paid 
by the Conſumers of it, and the Conſequence o 

this Principle de _ . ang PORE: BP: 


Pied. fy: 


The Brit Cam, therefore, ultimately 
pay the high Duties laid upon Tobacco, in Pro- 
portion to the Quantity of that Commodity which 
They conſume The Colonies. therefore, in Pro- 


portion to their Conſumption of Britiſb e | 
a 


tures, pay alſo the high Duties of Cuſtoms 
Excife; with which the Manufacturers are charged 


in the conſequential Price {et upon their Con- 
ſumptions In their Paſſage moreover, from the 


Byitiſo Manufacturers to the American Importers, 


the Commodities go through a great many Hands, 


by which their Coſts are enhanced ; the F 8 
the Carriers, the Shop-keepets, the Mer 


the Brokers, the Porters, the Watermen, the Ma. 
riners, and bthers,. have their, reſpective Profits, 


from which They derive their Subliſtence, and the 


Support of their Families, and are enabled Pay 
the high Duties of Cuſtoms and Exciſe, in 


Price of their * Conſumptions. 


Th Policy IT ey alati i ck he To- 
a * Kei der Jukic | 
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and Lenity. The :Produce of their Lands, the 


Earnings of their Induſtry 5. and the Gains of their 81 
Commerce centre in Great Britain, ſupport the je 
Artificers, the Manufactories, and Navigation of L 
ren re cores M0 
Go Prep e OLA THO FLOP 1 Fe 0 
Great Britain had ALL before, and therefore 9 
can have no more from the Colonies; but the 8 
Miniſter, in the purſuit of a“ well - digeſted, con- 
1c ſiſtent, wife and ſalutary Plan of Colonization 
& and Government, a Plan founded upon the ſe 
« Principles of Policy, Commerce and Finance,” al 
chuſes to demoliſh at one Blow, all their Privi- - 0 
leges as they have underſtood Them, that he may ſt 
raiſe in America, a Part of what was before paid in 
reat Britain. But if the Execution of it, inſtead 
df improving the Advantages already poſſeſſed, u 
confirming the Bleſſings already enjoyed, and pro- P 
moting the public Welfare, ſhould happen to di- h 
ſtreſs the Trade, reduce the Navigation, impove- ſr 
Tiſh the Manufacturers, and diminiſh the Value b 
of the Lands in Great Britain; ſhould-it drive the tl 
Britiſi Mechanics and Manufacturers to America, C 
by [ depriving: Them of their beſt Cuſtomers at it 
Home, and force the Colonies upon Manufactures tl 
they are diſabled from purchaſing, other Topics Q! 
of Eulogy muſt be diſcovered by his ingenious 0 
Encomiaſts, than his Wiſdom or his political At- a 
chievements. Upon ſuch an Event, an American at 
will have very little Reaſon to exclaim' ' b 
D. mie infelicem, qui nunc demum intellino = 
D ulla mthi ne que e ene a 
Du ila qu lauddram, quantum Luis babuerint | 00 
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The Right of Exemption from all Taxes witb. 
out their Conſent, the Colonies claim as Britiſh Sub- 
jects. They derive this Right from the common 
Law, which their Charters have declared and 
confirmed,-and They conceive that when ſtripped 


of this Right, whether by Prerogatiye or by any 


other Power, they are at the ſame Time deprived 
of every Privilege diſtinguiſhing Free-Men from 
Sars, 155 
On the other Hand, They acknowledge Them- 
ſelves to be ſubordinate to the Mother Country, 
and that the Authority veſted in the ſupreme 
Council of the Nation, may be juſtly exerciſed to 
ſupport and preſerve that Subordination. 


Great and juſt Encomiums have been beſtowed 
upon the Conſtitution of England, and their Re- 
e is deſervedly the Favourite of the In- 


habitants in Britain. But it is not becauſe the 


ſupreme Council is called Parliament, that They 
boaſt of their Conſtitution of Government; for 
there is no particular magical Influence from the 

Combination of the Letters which form the Word; 
it is becauſe They have a Share in that Council, 
that They appoint the Members who conſtitute 
one Branch of it, whoſe Duty and Intereſt it is to 
conſult their Benefit, and to aſſert their Rights, 
and who are veſted with an Authority, to prevent 
any Meaſures taking Effect dangerous to their Li- 


berties, or injurious to their Properties. 


But the Inhabitants in the Colonies have no 
Share in this great Council. None of the Mem- 


bers of it are, or can be of their Appointment, 


or in any Reſpect dependant upon Them. There 
js no immediate Connection; on the contrary, 


there 


; [38 ] 
may be an Opt bare of nigen: "Sv 
oer“ en is the D . „ Kat vil be- 
< -cotye of the Colonies Birthright, and the glo- 
rious Securities which their Forefathers handed 
Y down. to Them, if the Atithority of the Bit 
T « Parhament ro 85 Taxes upon Them fould 
Abt given up ? deny the Wutbefſty of the 

« Pritifh- Legiſlature, 'is to furrender all Claim to 
« 4 Share in its Councils, and if this were the 
40 Tenor of their Charters, a Grant more inſidi- 
« ous or replete with Miſchief,” cbüld h6t be 
«. imagined, a Forfeiture of their Righes would 
be Fouched under the e of Pow 
* lege, Sc.“ 


j % 


We claim an Exemption * al me 
Irypoſirions, that We may enjoy thoſe Securities 
of bur Rights and Properties, which We are en- 


fitted to by the Conſtitution. For thoſe Securities 


xre derived to the Subject from the Principle that 
le is not to be taxed without his own Conſent, and an 
Inhabitant in America can give his Conſent in no 
other Manner than in Afſembly, It is in the 
Councils that exiſt there, and there umy, that he 
hath a Share, and whilſt He enjoys it, his Rights 
and. Pripileges are as well ſecurcd an any Elector's 
im Englind,” who hath a Share in the national 
Councils ther; for the Pat Parlament and 
Aenbi are, in this Reſpect. q o arent T erm 
to expteſs the fame Thing. e 


; 92 1 8 


But it is argued, that if the 88 Law 
e Er to be broug ht, as Fry 
FE 7 of Exemption r 4 any Subject at 
tein from a arſiaiventiry Tax, f it will plead 


_ of e 2 Tax impoſed by a provinctal Aſſem- 


| J for as all the Colony Abembte⸗ 1 
S . A cc their 


15 | 
ec chair! Authority from. the meer Gant ot tho 


„ GN nr, it might bet ongod; tftat an Ta 
* impoſed by Them, is impoſed by Authotity of 


ive of: the-Ctown,. and: nos! E fall 


«; thei Rrers 
Parliament | Bbatcif this Right im 


<,\Canſen:; 


«the Grawn js: acknowiedped tet ext Subs - | 


60, ed am thegurifdigion, off Packamenvianthe-. 
* Caſe OH Taxaian, its Power todifpent with 
«. As. of, Ranliament, or d deprive the ſame. 
« Subjedt;i of; the N a the Commun” Lan 
%; cannogealemied.” Sr to: 33 © 2 Ts 


Obe would be: ingtiped: 3 ati For 
paſeds, ſomething: elfe: than Reaſon} ny om r 
icenduce to: Perſuaſion Fg 


The Engliſh Subjects, who left Ad ade 
Country to ſettle in the Wilderneſs of America, 
hach the; Privileges of ather Engliſimem Phry 
knew their Value, and were defirouz of; la vibq 
Them perpetuated ta their Poſterity. Tidy were: 

aware that, (as their Conſent: whilſt They ſhould 
reſide. in. Ansriaa could neither: ba aſhed Dor. rce 
gularly given intthe national Legiſlature, amdfthat 


c were: to be bound by Laws! withewt. Res 


ſtriction, aſſectingt the! ty they dhoudb cam 
by the utmoſt Hazard and F atigue, They would 


leſt ieyerpoother; Privilege Which they had ædjoyed 
inct heir: nn⁰,]õdountry and become mec Temants 


at Wilb dependant upon the: Nude nation: un their 
Lordo and Maſters, without any other Seonritye 
That as their Settlement was tog be: maddcunder 
the Protection of the Engliſs Government, They 
kaew. nt in Conſsquenger of thin Re,ο to 
the: Moether-CDun⁰¹d; n Ie and their: Phſterity 


b n 3 thei. een 


1011 "Oe Council, 
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Coun 25. bed 
cit, and Expected that Obedietice 
Tg 


tection would be ogfiäeted s reciprocal 


» Up ( 


"Confidering  Thetfelves, and being dnl ended 
in _ 12 They entered into à 


wn, Abe Bak of which was, Bi Ber 
le os 'as Engliſh Subjet#s, ſhould "of effeFually 


frarnd. #0 Themſelves, and tranſmitted $6" their Poſte- 
Arid as for this Purpoſe, preciſe Declare 

and Proviſions - formed' upon the Prigeples nf 
according to the Spirit o the. Englifh C Conſtitution 
were neceſſary; CHARTERS were accordingly 
framed and conferred by the Crown, and accepted 
by the Settlers, by which all the Doubts and In- 
conveniences which might have - ariſen. from'the 

plication of general Ones to a new Sub- 
7h were prevented. 


11 


By theſs Charters, founded up the ule 


able Rig = of the Subject, and upon the moſt 
ſacred Compact, the Colonies claim a Right of 
— om Taxes not impoſed with their Con · 
Jent.— They claim it upon the Principles of the 
Conſtitution, as once Engliſh, bt now Britiſb Sub- 
jefts, upon Principles on which their CP 
with the Crown was n founded. „ 


The Origin of othet Governciicties is avere by 
the Veil of Antiquity, and ig differently traced by 
the Fancies of different Men; but, of the Colo- 
nies, the Evidence of ap is as cler "na e 
1 of _ other Fact. 


115 


By theſe e Gn dle likbitaes . 
the Colonies claim an Exemption from all Taxes 
=P * * * 3 * 


__ CS 0 7 


from their Objection to a Taxation, to which their 


ence of the Crown or the Miniſtry : And are not 
| — 


N [4 ] | 11 


} ** 1 0 z 


Conſent” is not, nor can be given, hat They are 


6715 up.a Right in the Crown 19 diſpenſe with Acts 


f Parliame#t, and to deprive the Britiſh Subjetzs in 
2 Mine a+ *.3 ; # 5 » 

America of the Benefits of the common Law, is 10 ex; 
tremely abſurd, that I ſhould be at a Loſs to ac- 
count for the Appearance of ſo ſtrange an Argu- 
ment, were. I not apprized of the unworthy Arts 
employed by the Enemies of the Colonies to ex- 


ib wo Prejudices againſt Them in the Minds 


of their Brethren at Home, and what groſs In- 
congruities prejudiced Men are wont to adopt. 


Though Tam perſuaded that this Reaſoning hath 
already been ſufficiently. refuted, and that no ſen- 
ſible and diſpaſſionate Man can perceive any Force 


in it, yet I cannot help remarking, that it is 


ounded upon a Principle, which, if it were poſ- 
fle for the Examiner to eſtabliſh it, would en- 
title him to the Applauſe of the Inhabitants in 
Great Britain, as little as to the Thanks of the 


Colonies. 


From what Source do the Peers of England de- 


rive their Dignity, and the Share They have in 
the Britiſh Legiſlature? Are there no Places in 
England that derive their Power of chuſing Mem- 
bers of Parliament from royal Charters? Will 
this Writer argue, that the Crown may, by Pre- 
rogative, tax the Inhabitants of Great: Britain, 
becauſe the Peers of England, and. ſome Repre- 
ſentatives of the People, exerciſe a legiſlative Au- 
thority under royal Patents and Charters? It 
muſt be admitted that all the Members of the 
185 of Commons are freely choſen by the Peo- 
ple, and are not afterwards ſubject to any Influ- 


the 
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Bill of Rights,” are fo far 


Vindication of 


nw # 1 
the Members of the lower Houſes of A as 
freely choſen alſo by the People; and, in Fat, as 
independent as the Members of the Houfe of 
Com 


Hons ? If the Truth were confeſſed, the 


. Obje&ion would not be, that the Colonies are too 


dependent i pon the Crown, or that their Claim of 
Exemption from all Taxes, not impoſed by their 
own Conſent, is founded upon a Principle leading to 
Slavery. At one Time, the North Americans are 
eatled Republicans; at another, the Aſertors of 
Deſpotiſm, What a ſtrange Animal muſt a North 
American appear to be from theſe Repreſentations 
to the Generality of EZxyh/5 Readers, who have 
never had an Opportunity to admire,. that He 


may be neither black, nor tawny, may ſpeak the 


Engliſh Language, and, in other Reſpects, ſeem, 
for alt the World, like one of Them}. 


. 


ec The common Law, the Fon Ae the 


tc with one Voice, that the Inhabitants of the Co- 
« Jonies ſhall be taxed by no other Authority than, 
e that of the Britiſh Parliament, that They 
prove the contrary ; for the. l of the com- 
mon Law is, that no Part of their Praperiy ſhall be 
drawn from Britiſh Subjects, without their Conſent, 
given by thoſt whom They depute to_repreſent Them; 


IE is enforced by the Declaration. 


of the GREAT f 
Right; neither the one nor the other, introducing 
any new Privilege. Tn Great-Britain, the Conſent 
of the People is given by the Houfe of Commons; 
and, as Money had been levied there for the Uſe. 


of the Crown, by Pretence of Prerogative, without 


their Cunſent, it was properly declared at che Re · 
volution, in 15 of. the Conſtitution, and in 


rhe People's Right 


<a. - 


; that the lexyr 


rom “ declaring, 


T CHARTER, and be Bill of, 


„er 


a” 


4” 
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ing of Money, by Pretence of Preregative, without 
Grant of Parliament, i, 2, without their Conſear. 
who are to pay it, is illegal, which Declaration 


was moſt ſuitable to the Occafion, and effectually 


C eſtabliſhes the very Principle contended for by the 


olonies. . 


- 


The Word Parliament, having been made uſe 


af, the Letter of the Declaration is adhered to, 


and the Conſequence drawn, that no Britiſb Sub- 
ject can be legally taxed, but by the Authority of 


the * Parliament, againſt the Spirit and Prin- 


ciple of the Declaration, which was aimed only 
to check and reſtrain the Prerogative, and to eſta- 
bliſh the Neceſlity of obtaining he Conſent of thoſe 
on whom Taxes were to be levied. Is not this 
a new Kind of Logic, to infer from Declarations 
and Claims, founded upon the neceflary and eſſen- 
tial Principle of a free Government, that the Peo- 
ple ought not to be taxed without their Conſent, 
that therefore the Colonies ought to be taxed by 


an Authority, in which their Conſent is not, nor 


can be concerned; or, in other Words, to draw 
an Inference from a Declaration or Claim of Pri- 


vilege, ſubverſive of the very Principle upon 


which the Privilege is founded ? How aukward- 
ly are the Principles of the Revolution applied by 
ome Men What Aſtoniſhment would the Pro- 

moters of that glorious Meafure, thoſe Patrons | 


and Friends of Liberty, did They now tread the 


Stage of this World, expreſs, that a Ward, by 
which They meant to aſſert the Privileges of the 
Subject, and reſtrain deſpotic Power, ſhould be 
relied upon to demoliſh the very Principle by which 
Themſelves were animated, and after all their 
Pains and Hazards to eſtabliſh the generqus Sen- 
timents of Liberty, that thoſe who feel and enjoy 
M G 2 the 


| [44 1 
the Bleſſings of their ſucceſsful Struggles 
wo be able to raiſe a Thought beyond 1 
affixed to ſyſtematic Terms: 


9184 18 % Deen ; 


It was / declared alſo by the Bill of | Rights, that 


the Elections of Members of Parliament ought to 
be free, and the common Law laid down the ſame 


Rule before, which is as applicable to the Election 
of the Repreſentatives of the Colonies, as of: the 


Commons of Great-Britain. But with the Help 
of the Examiner's Logic, it might be proved from 


the Letter of the Bill of Rights, that the Elections 


only of Members of Parliament ought to be free; 
for the Freedom expreſſed in the Bill of Rights, 
is as much attached to Elections of Members of 
Parliament, as the Authority to grant Money is to 
tbe Britiſh Parliament, and if the Declaration in 
the one Caſe implies a Negative, there is the like 
Implication in the other. If, moreover, the com - 
mon Law, the great Charter, and the Bill of 
Rights, do really, as the Examiner afferts, with 

one Voice declare, that the Inhabitants of the Co- 
lonies ought to be taxed only by the Britiſb Parlia- 
ment, it is. not conſiſtent with that Character of 
Vigilance, and Jealouſy of their Power, commons 
ly aſcribed to the Britiſh Parliament, that, from 
their firſt regular Settlement to the Reign of 
George III, the American Aſſemblies ſhould not only 
have been ſuffered, without any Animadverſion, 


without one Refolve, or even a ſingle Motion to 


reſtrain Them, to encroach upon the Juriſdiction 
and Authority of the Britiſh Parliament; but that 
the Parliament ſhould never before the late Stamp- 
4, in one Inſtance, have impoſed an internal 
Tax upon the Colonies for the fingle Purpoſe of 
- Revenue; and that, even when Acts of Aſſembly 


* ſhould 5 
the Ideas 


Paſſed in Conſequence of Miniſteriai jnforced by | 


thing Tn c. [that Sefion) and yet was a Reſolution not wy 
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royal. Requiſitions have been laid before Them, 
They ſhould be fo far from objecting to their Va- 
lidity, as actually to recognize the Authority of 
the provincial Legiſlatures, and upon that Foun- 


dation ſuperſtruct their own Reſolves and Acts. 


contend, that there are many Inſtances of the 


Parliament's exerciſing a ſupreme legiſlative Au- 
thority ever the Colonies, and actually impoſing 
internal Taxes upon their Properties — that the 
Duties upon any Exports or Imports are internal 


Taxes—'TFhat an Impoſt on a foreign Commodity 
is as much an internal Tax, as a Duty upon an 


Production of the Plantations—That no Diſtinc- 


tion can be ſupported between one Kind of Tax 
and another, an Authority to impoſe the one ex- 
tending to the other, 3 555 


If theſe Things are really as repreſented by the 


Advocates for the Stamp Act, why did * the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer make it a Queſtion for 


have preſumed to mention this Fact upon the Authority 
of private Intelligence, as well as the News Papers, and other 
Publications; wi though the Chancellor of the Exchequer is 
not named, yet the Fact ſeems in general to be referred to in 
the Poſtſcript- to che excellent Letter concerning Libels, Warrants, 
Seizure bf Papers, and Security of the Peace, &c. in the following 
Words: “ Otherwiſe (i. e. if it were not right for the Par- 
<« kament to reſolve general Warrants to be illegal) let me af 
% how that momentous Reſolution touching an Englifs Parlia- 
mem Right of taxing the Colonies could be juſtified?” It 
80 Ward iadependent ſubſtantive Reſolution, followed by No- 


= 


Gay 


But though it hath been admitted, that the, 
Stamp-AF is the firſt Statute that hath impoſed an 
internal Tax upon the Colonies for the ſingle Pur 
poſe of Revenue, yet the Advocates for that Law 


* 
7 


. —_ 


the. Conſideration. of the Houſe. of Commons, be 
whether the Parliament could impaſe an interna Co 
| Tax in the Colonies or not, for the fngle Purpoſe ane 
of Revenue? „ „ 19 TR | 7 
. 8 1 ap . ars to me, that there is a clear and ne- Tr 
ceſſary Diſtinction between an Act impoſing a Tax a l 
for 125 14 6. Purpoſe of Revenue, and thoſe Acts the 
which have been made for the Regulation of ſer 
Trade, 70 27 9 m_— x in Con- 70 
- ſequence of their Effef and Operation as Regulation is 
, at — aa es 
The Colonies claim the Privileges of Britih to 
Subjects It has been proved to n | qui 
with thoſe Privileges, to tax Them without their are 
own Canſent, and it hath been demonſtrated that a tio 
Tax impoſed by Parliament, is a Tax without ven 
their Conſent. „„ | the 
The Subordination of the Colonies, and the Au- 
thority of the Parliament to preſerve it, have been lon 
fully acknowledged. Not only the Welfare, but 7 
perhaps the Exiſtence of the Mother Country, as Tr; 
an independent Kingdom, may depend upon her Im 
Trade and Navigation, and theſe ſo far upon her de 
Intercourſe with the Colonies, that if this ſhoyld = 
« of extre „ Meopnitude, but of the * 12 ebeſt Ri 
* AN + fe, voi in it a — e and uf | wit 
« fundamental Principles of "Liberty, Property, and Government, be 
« "and awell worthy alſo, as to the temporary Policy of it, the wil 


4* moſt ſerious of all Conſideration, This was reſolved too if I am 

% informed right, at the Cloſe of the Night, and the Riſing of 

* the Houſe; ſo deny Body muſt have taken it as a clear 

« Thing, that They could at any Time come to a Reſolution - 0 

* upon ary el Point of Law, whenever They ſhoold ſee 0. 
* fluleel lo to do, /ed Verbum ſapienti /ot of.” 


tan „ — 


ww 


[47 ] 


be neglected, there would ſoon be an End to that 
Commerce, whence her greateſt Wealth is derived, £ 


and upon W which her maritime Power ts 


f pally founded. From theſe . Conſiderations, the? | 


ight of the Britiſh Parliament to regulate the 
Trade of the. Colonies, may be juſtly deduced ;, 
a Denial of it would contradict the Admiſſion of 


the Subordination, and of the Authority to pre- 
_ ſerve it, reſulting from the Nature of the Relation 


between the Mother Country and her Colonies. It 
is a common, and br be moſt proper Me- 
thod to regulate Trade by Duties on Imports and 
Exports. The Authority — the Mother Country 
to regulate the Trade of the Colonies, being un- 
queſtionable, what Regulations are the moſt proper, 
are to be of Courſe ſubmitted to the ' Determina- 
tion of the Parliament; and, if an iucidemtal Re- 
venue, ſhould be produced by ſuch Mah) 1 
theſe are not therefore unwarrantable. 


A Right to impoſe an internal Tax on n che Co- | 
lonies, without their Conſent for tbe fingle Purpoſe 
of Revenue, is denied, a Right to regulate thew 
Trade without their Conſent is admitted. The 
Impoſition of a Duty, may, in ſome Inſtances,. 
be the proper Regulation. If the Chims of the. 
Mother Country and the Colonies ſhould ſeem on 


ſuch an Oecaſion to interfere, and the Point of 
Right to be doubtful, {which I take to be other- 


wiſe) it is eaſy to gueſs that the Determination wilt 
be on the Side of Power, and that den r 4 
vi u be ned to ſuhmit , Abies. 


«4 


. Tn the Reign of cor gar Nee ds the 80 1 
the Durch were at War with France, They joined in preve ting 
che Northern Powers from carrying on a Trade with the Ene⸗ 


 . 
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| the Writer on the Regulations, lately made 3 
| Lich Reſpect to the Colonies, who is ſaid to haye 8 
| been well informed, aſſerts a Fact, which indiſput- x 
| pats roves, that the 1 mpofitions mentioned, were p 
| egulations of Trade, and can, with no kind 5 
i of Propriety, be conſidered in any other Light. * 
| The Fact he afferts, is, that the whole Remit- E 
a * tance from all the Taxes in the Colonies, at an R 
+ Average of Thirty Years, has not amounted to p 
uw 4 19007. a Year, and in that Sum, 7 or 8001. 4 
| «< Amen, only, have been remitted from North- b 
bd © America; and that the Eſtabliſhment of Officers, 7 
bl c neceſſary to collect that Revenne, amounts to | 
1 WE "Jos per Aunum. | 
1 Þ | | h: 
| | 11 would be ridicilins wit” to FEY that th 
# the Parliament would raiſe a Revenue by fu 
9 Taxes in the Colonies to defray Part of the natio- ſt. 
nal Expence, the Collection of which Taxes would m 
increaſe that Expence to a Sum more than three T 
Times the Amount of the Revenue; but, the to 
Impofitions being conſidered in their true Light, V 
as Negulations of Trade, the Expence ariſing ca 
from an Eſtabliſnment neceſſary to carry Them th 
into Execution, "i is ſo far from being ridiculous, | 
that i it may be wiſely incurred. 
* 
The Aue of NY Claim of the cenie c. cc 
er (as hath been obſerved) the EEE of un. 4 
10 
| MI. Grening being formed a Deſig ign, to prove the Rigbt or” 
of a Northern Powers to a4ree Trade and Navigation, com- " 
municated his Plan to and defired the Opinion of Baron Pufen- tro! 
an upon it, who obſerved that as the Queſtion had not been * An 
ſettled upon clear and undeniable Principles, and there was a tien 
Mixture of Fact and Right, the Confederates. might contend it u 
that They baye a Right 45 dige the Enemy, and, as the Means: nat 
attain that Purpole, to reſtrain. the I rade of the Norihera had 
— * an Argument that with ſuperior von would be con- 
VE, 


Juf 


partial, and het undertakes, to defend the 
Colonies declares, that it is in vain to call the AGs 


1 49 
uſt and partial, to 3 T which ſhould 
q oh uh Noh: Klebers, only in en; and 
chat that Vely* Inſtance, proves; that # Tax jupc Fg 
Non Electors in the Colonies, is more unjuſt a 


| i= 


of it; and the Writer on the Regulations | 


He Has cited as Precedents, by the Name nete 
Regulations, notwithſtanding. He bath irrefragably 
proved, that They are ridiculous, if conſidered in 
any other Light. (See The SE, " the Co- 
lonies, &c. pag. 105—57, and The ( mY the 
Colonies, Kc. Page: 28, 29, 394) 


Though I conceive that the DiftinQion which 
hath been ſuggeſted, is ſufficiently evident, and 
that the Argument from Precedents hath been re- 


| Futed, yet, as there have been two or three In- 


ſtances particularly enforced and relied upon, 1 
muſt the Reader's Patience whillt I examige 
Them feparatehy, without undertaking the Taſk 


to remove every Incongruity to be found in the 


Writings of the Enemies of America on this Qc- 
caſion; for it would require 2 an Hercules to cleanſe 
the Stable. RING aps - 


The 5th Geo. II. it is aledged. « i fo 
© much of the Common Law as relates ta Deſcents 
« of Freebolds in America, takes from the Son the 
« Right of Inheritance in the Lands the Crown had 


* $7@xtes. to the Father, and his Heirs i ip abſolute 


* A gtave Aufoer to a tile pert pamphlet, cabed Gies. | 
tions to re Taxation, c. would be tbo ludicrous, Weft che 
Author talks. f Orders tojbe obſerved under (Pains and Pn 
ties, he uſes the aweful S:yle of a .d of T.. but 
it w#s too conſtrained for him to ſupport, and he therefore very 


naturally relapſed into the Character of 2 Jack-Puddivg. He 


Had very littie Reaſon to apprehend that Zecke, Siduey, ee 
would be called — to pall off his Cap. 
H « F Ses 
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Fee, makes them Aſſets, and applies Them to 


* the Payment of Debts and Accounts contracted 
by the Father without the Participation of the 
Son; it ſets afide the Sort of Evidence required 
„ by the Common Law, and eſtabliſhed by every 
. Court of Juſtice in America, in Proof of a Debt, 
& and enjoins the Admiſſion of an ex Parte Afi 
* davit. The Power of Parliament having been 
© exerciſed to take away the Lands of the People in 
America, the moſt ſacred Part of any Man's 
* Property, and diſpo/ing of Them for the Uſe of 
private Perſons Inhabitants of Great-Britain, who 
can queſtion,” ſays the Examiner, the Parlia- 
* ment's Right to take away a ſmall Part of the 


Products of thoſe Lands, and apply it to the 


& public Service ?” 


It is very obſervable, that in applying this Statute, 
' a Language is made uſe of, which 2 the Idea 
of Violence; and it muſt be confeſſed, that great 
Aggravation of Features, and ſtrong Colouring, 
were neceſſary, to make it in any Degree reſemble 
the Impoſitions of the Stamp-AF?. ' | 


It would be uſeleſs, as well as tedious, to point | 


out every Miſrepreſentation in this Application, 
ſince that it will be effectually done, by briefly 
| ſhewing the Effect of the gth Geo. II. and ſug- 
geſting the Occaſion of making that Statute. 


Lands, Negroes, Sc. in the Plantations, are 
made Aſſets for the Satisfaction of all Debts owing 
to his Majeſty, or any of his Subjects, in like Man- 
ner as Real Eſtates are, by the Law of England 
liable to the Satisfaction of Debts due by Spe- 


J N If 
1 
. * 1 _— 4 


e 
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If the Creditor reſides in Great-Britain, the Af. 
fidavits of his Witneſſes taken there, are to be 
allowed as Evidence, and to have the ſame Force 
their Teſtimony would have, if given, viva Voce, 
in open Court. | | | 


The Evidence mentioned in the Statute,, pre- 
vailed in moſt, if not all the Colonies, before the 
Statute, and Lands were alſo liable to the Satis- 


faction of all Debts in moſt Inſtances, by the Me- 


thod practiſed alſo in the Court of Chancery in 
England, of marſhalling Aſſets. In ſome of the 
Colonies, without this; Circuity, Lands were im- 
mediately liable to ſimple Contract Debts, 


z | Independent of the Statute, when the Creditor 


obtains aJudgment againſt his Debtor, all his Lands, 
Sc. over which he has a di/pgfng Power, are liable, 
and, fince the. Statute, only ſuch Lands, Fc. are 
Aﬀets, as the Debtor had a Power to diſpoſe of. 
It appears then, that all the Effect of the Statute 
on this Head, is to ſubject Real Eſtates to the Pay- 
ment of Debts after the Death of the Debtor, for 
the moſt Part, the Caſe before the Statute) which 
might have been made Subject before his Death. 


In many of the Colonies, the provincial Credi- 
tors of the deceaſed Debtors, were preferred to the 
Britiſh, in the ſame Degree, by Akts of Aſſembly 
which carried the Appearance of Partiality; tho? 


in Fact, the Effect of the Laws of England gave 


riſe to Them; for, upon Bankruptcies in Great- 
Britain, the Steps required by the Statutes to en- 
title Creditors to a Satisfaction, effectually exclude 
Colony Creditors in moſt Caſes, and their Diſtance, 
when their Debtors die in Great-Britain, where Co- 
lony Creditors have not ſtanding Agents as the 


1 | H 2 | Merchants 
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Merchants have in the Plantations, and there hap- gie 
pens. a Deficiency of Aſſets, fluts them out like- ye! 
wile from all Chance of Satisfaction in the uſual if 
Scramble among Creditors for the Debtor's Eſtate Hs: 
on ſuch Events. £ 1 bs = 
Th.fome of the Colonies They changed, by Acts ane 
of Aſſembly, certain Species of perſonal Property, im 
e. g. Negroes, into the Nature of real Eſtates, by pre 
making Them deſcendible; and, by this Altera- tor 
tion of the Common Law, and Confuſion of the po 
former Diſtinction of Property, very conſiderably firt 
diminiſhed the perſonal Fund, liable to al Debts. Pr 
| | SLE . ny: 
As theſe Circumſtances were repreſented and 3 
believed to be great Diſcouragements to the Trade M 
of the Mother try: after repeated Requiſitions 
to provide a Remedy in the Colonies, in which the 
Grievance was moſt ſenſibly felt, had been diſte- 
garded, the Statute was finally made. 

This was, without Doubt, a Subject upon which e 
the Superintendence of the Mother- Country might Wy 
be juſtly exerciſed ; it being relative to her Trade 1 
and Navigation, upon which her Wealth and her 1 
Power depend, and the Preſervation of her Superi- Wy 
ority, and the Subordination of the Colonies, are by 

ſecured, and therefore is comprehended in the ſuc 
DiſtinQion. | | „„ dio 
Alfter citing, and applying this Statute, the Ex- or 
aminer takes Occaſion to infule a Gentleman of a 8 
moſt amiable and reſpectable Character, becauſe "of 
he preſumed, it ſeems, to queſtion the Univerſality or, 
of Parliamentary Power, and appears to be fo va 
totally occupied in the Buſineſs of Defamation, as tha 
Nor, to be aware of his running into the moſt egre- ane 


gious . 
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gious Inxonſiſtencies. If the Examiner is a Law 
yer, he has betrayed the moſt ſhameful Ignorance; 
if an Agent, the moſt infamous Unfaithfulneſs. 
Had the American Chief Jaſtice acted in England, 
as too many of his Countrymen have done Had 
He paid his Court to Power, by mean Compli- 
ances, and endeavoured to recommend himſelf, by 
inventing Accuſations againſt the Colonies, by re- 
preſenting the Inhabitants in Them, as a refrac- 
tory, diſloyal, and rebellious People, and by pro- 
poſing Schemes for their Depreſſion— Had he not 
firmly maintained his Character of Honour and 
Probity, we ſhould not have ſeen this Impeach- 
ment of his Underſtanding; but he left the Taſk 
of Fee to the Man of ſordid derer 


Ie herber Aditns Regum, 
Duras: fores, expers 8 omni | 
1 


"M0 Had the Colonies,” ſays tas Examiner, 
agreed to the Impoſition of the Stamp-Duties, 
c a Precedent would have been eſtabliſhed for 
„their being conſulted, before any ſition 
upon Them by Parliament would Ae take 
„Place.“ He intimates that They were adviſed 
by ſome of their Agents to take this Courſe : If 
ſuch Advice hath been given, it was weak or infi= 
dious, and the Agents, who recommended: the 
Meaſure, ought to be IVES for their INE 
or their Treachery. 


Howe the Precedent have been n eftblithed, | 
or, if it had, what would have been the Ad- 
vantage? This! Conduct would have admitted, 
that the*Colonies might be taxed at any Time; 
and in _— Manner, without their Conſent; _ 

Conie- 
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eonſequently, would at once have been an effec- 
tuab Surrender of all their Privileges as Britiſh Sub- 


ee 1 ENT LEE ONE | 
/ If: Precedents were to be regarded, when a 

Tax in America, for the ſingle Purpoſe. of Revenue 
is xequired, they are not wanting, Upon ſuch Oc- 
cafions, the Courſe hath always, and uniformly 
been; till the Impoſition of the Stamp-Duties, to 
tranſmit Requiſitions tothe Colonies; and, if the 
Inſtance cited by the Examiner, is, in any Degree 
rtinent, he has ſhewn in his Appendix, that the 


Method of Requiſition was in that purſued; for, 


the Lords of Trade, in their Report, expreſsly 
mention the Refuſal of the Colonies to comply 
with the Requiſitions tranſmitted to them, to re- 
move the Grievance complained of. 


The Clauſe in the Mutiny Act during the late 
War is alſo relied upon, but with how much 
Propriety, few Words will evince. 


The Acts of Aſſembly of each Colony, could 
have no obligatory Force beyond the Limits of 


each; but the Service of the Colony Troops, was 


not confined within the ſame Colony in which 
They were raiſed; it is therefore evident that the 
Provincial Legiſlatures, had not an Authority 
adequate to the great Object of the military Ope- 
rations in America, which was not merely the De- 
fence of the Plantations, by Meaſures executed 
within their Boundaries, but the Enemy was at- 


tacked in his own Country, and for this Purpoſe 


the Britiſb and American Troops acted conjunctly. 


On this Oceaſion it was not only convenient, that 


the: ITroaps employed in the ſame Service, ſhould 
de ſubject to the ſame Diſcipline, by it was indiſ- 
Dies 5 penſably 


U a a en es; n+ as oe. 
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_ penſably neceſſary that this Diſcipline ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed by Ad of Parliament, the Authority of 
Provincial Legiſlatures being deemed to be incom- 
petent. And it is to be remarked, moreover, that 
the Provincial Troops were raiſed and paid by the 
Colonies, and that it was in the Power of their Aſ- 
ſemblies, a Power exerciſedby ſome of Fhem, to diſ- 
band or reduce Them when They pleaſed; and there- 
fore their ſupporting and keeping them up, was an 
effectual Conſent to the Act of Parliament; but, as 
hath been ſhewn, an internal Tax may be as com- 
pleatly and adequately laid in every Colony, by the 
Authority of the reſpective Aſſemblies, as by the 
Britiſh Parliament, and therefore there is not the 
ſame Neceſſity for the Interpoſition of the Mother 
Country in this, as in the other Inſtance, and the 
Colonies with Reference to the Stamp-Act, are not 
called upon to do any Act expreſſive of their Af- 
ſent to it, nor is it in their Power to hinder it's 

taking Effect in the fulleſt Ext ent. 


The Act for the Eſtabliſoment of a Poſt-Office is 
the Colomes (ꝙ Anne, c. 10.) comes the neareſt to 
the Subject of any Regulation that hath been men- 
tioned; but yet ir is materially diſtinguiſhable tram 
the Stamp Act. For the ſame Reaſon that an Act 
of Parliament was neceſſary to ſecure the. Diſci- 
pline of the Provincial Troops, acting in Conjunc- 
tion with the Britiſp Forces, during the late War, 
the Authority of Parliament might be proper for 
the general Eſtabliſhmenr'of a regular Poſt-Office, 
for as the Laws of each Colony are in their Opera- 
tion confined within the Limits of each, prohibi- 
tory and compulſive Clauſes to inforce a genetal 
Obſervance, without which the Eſtabliſnment would 

fail, might be eluded. If a Man ſhould- mali- 

_Fiouſly give a Wound in one Colony, and the 


1 
- wounded Perſon die in another, the Offender could 
not be convicted of Murder, becauſe the whole 
Fact conſtituting that Crime, would not be cogni- 
Zable in the Colony where the Wound was given, 
or the Death happened; and the ſame Principle is 
applicable to every other inferior Offence, and in- 
timates in what Manner prohibitory Clauſes might 
be evaded. This Matter therefore of the Poſt- 
Office, may be referred to the general Superintend- 
ing Authority of the Mother- Country, the Power 
of the Provincial Legiſlatures being too ſtinted to 
reach it. In this View, and upon the Conſidera- 
tion of the general Convenience and Accommo- 


dation arifing from the Eſtabliſnment, the 2 8 
is 


of America have not complained of it, but if thi 


Inſtance were more pertinent than it is, it would only 


prove what hath. been too often proved before 

hen Men do not ſuſpect any Deſigns to invade 
their Rights, and fubdolous Steps taken to that 
End, are productive of immediate Convenience 


without pointing out their deſtructive Tendency, 


They are frequently involved in Ruin before they 
are aware of Danger, or that the Conduct flowing 


from the Negligence of innocent Intentions, may 


afford an Handle to Men of different Diſpoſitions, 
for the Commiſſion of Oppreſion—Of the Truth 


of theſe Obſervations the Hiſtories of all People 
who have once been bleſſed with Freedom, and 


« have loſt it, exhibit abundant Examples. 


When Inſtances are urged as an authoritative 
Reaſon for adopting a new Meaſure, They are 
proved to be more important from this Uſe of 
hem, and ought therefore to be reviewed with 
Accuracy, and canvaſſed with Strictneſs. What 
is ptopoſed ought to be incorporated with what 
hath been done, and the Reſult. of both ſtated 


and 


TEST Dm gsa e 
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and conſidered as a ſubſtantive original Quetion, 
and if the Meafure propoſed is incompatible with 
the conſtitutional Rights of the Subject, it is fo 


far from being a rational Argument, that Confift- 


ency requires an Adoption -of the propoſed Megq- 
ſure, that, on che contrary, it ſuggeſts the ſtrongeſt 
Motive for abeliſhing the Precedent: when . 


fore an Inſtance of Deviation from the Conttituti 


is preſſed as a Reaſon for the Eflabliſbment 15 a 


| . — ſtriking at the very Root of all Liberty; 


though the Argument - is eee it ought to 
ennie 40 ak 


| Wherefore if a Laſkcient 1 were not 

to the Argument drawn fromPrecedents, by 4 — 
ing chat none of the Inſtances addyced are a 

cable, I ſhould have very little Difficulty in 2 

ing the Juſtice of the Principle on which it is 


founded. What hath been done, if wrongful, 
confers no Right to repeat it. To juftify Oppret- 


ſion and Outrage, by Inſtances of their Commil- 
ſion, is a Kind of Argument which never can 
produce Conviction, though it may 7heir Acquieſ - 
cence, whom the Terror of greater Evils may re- 
ſtrain from -efiſting; and rhus the Detporih gf 
the Eaſt may beſupported, and the natural Rights 
of Mankind be trampled under Feet. The Queſ- 
tion of Right, therefore, doth not depend upon 
Precedents, but on the Principles of the Conſti- 


tution, and hath been put upon it's proper Point 


already diſcuſſed, whether the Colonies are 
ſented, or dot. in Parliament. , 


As ah Name of Hampden EGAN to the Ex- 
aminer in his Deſign of caſting an oblique Re- 
floction upon the Colonies, it is ſurpriſing he di 
not recallert, that very =, eh Precetents' Has 

: cen 
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been applied in the Defence of an arbitrary and 
oppreſſive Proceeding, deſtructive of the eſſential 
Principle of Engliſb Liberty. But though meer 
Acts of Power prove no Right, yet the real Opi- 
nion entertained of it, may be inferred from For- 
bearance; for Mankind are generally ſo fond of 
Power, that they are oftner tempted to exerciſe jt 
beyond the Limits of Juſtice, than induced to ſet 


Bounds to it from the pure Conſideration of the 


Rectitude of Forbearance. Wherefore if I had 
denied the Principle of this Kind of Reaſoning, 
without ſhewing the Defects of the artificial painted 
Precedents which have been produced, I might till 
very conſiſtently urge, that, the repeated and uni- 


form Requiſitions of the Engliſi Miniſters, as often 


as Occaſions for the /ingle Purpoſe. of Revenue 
have happened, tranſmitted to the Colonies to tax 
Themſelves by Provincial Acts, and the Acts of 
Parliament regulating the Trade of the Planta- 
tions, as well as of Ireland, without one Inſtance, 
before the Stamp -Act, of a Tax impoſed by Par- 
liament upon either, for the anmixed Purpoſe of 
Revenue, prove, that the Impoſition of a Tax upon 
them without their Conſent, hath conſtantly been 
held to be inconſiſtent with their Conſtitutional 
Rights and Privileges. I have joined Ireland with 
the Colonies, and preſume it will hardly be con- 
tended that Treland, over which the Courts of Juſ- 
_ tice in England have a ſuperintendant Power, is 


— 


not, at leaſt, as ſubject to Great-Britain as the Co- 


lonies are. 


A moſt extraordinary Reaſon hath been given, 
why the Method of Requiſition would have been 
improper, viz. that © the Sums raiſed muſt be 
N. 255 into the Exchequer, and if levied by the 
Provincial Aſſemblies, the Parliament would 


have no Right to enquire into the — 
— ; 


——_ 
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* of them.“ This is ſo extremely futile, that it 
would be almoſt abſurd to beſtow a ſerious Refu- 
tation upon it. "BIT 


Why muſt the Sums raiſed be paid into the Ex- 


chequer ? If the Intention is to apply them in the 


Colonies to any internal Purpoſe, why muſt they 


be remitted to Great-Britain ? If Armies are to be 


kept up in America, to defend the Colonies againſt 


Themſetves, (for it can hardly be imagined that 
Troops are neceſſary for their Protection againſt 
any foreign Enemy) or are to be employed in the 
national Service of Cropping the Ears, and Slitt- 
ing the Noſtrils of the Civil Magiſtrates, as Marks 
of Diſtinction *, why muſt the Money be paid 
into the Exchequer? Or, if it ſhould be paid 


into the Exchequer, in order to be applied towards 


ſinking the national Debt, why might not the 
Parliament enquire into the Application of it ? 
Does the Examiner, in his Idea of the Parliament, 
figure to himſelf a Monſter with an Hand that 
can reach to the utmoſt Verge of the Britiſi Do- 
minions, and clutch and cruſh Millions of Subjects 
at a Gripe ; but, when the Object is near, apt to 
be rendered, by ſome magical Influence, ſo ſhort, 
and fo feeble, as not to be able to reach the Ex- 


cheguer, or to ſqueeze the Chancellor of it? 


We are aſſured that there never can be any ir- 


regular Attempts of the Prerogative upon our 


Rights, whilſt we are bleſſed with a Prince of the 
% glorious Line of Bruxſwick, upon the Throne of 
* Great-Britain.” I have all the Confidence in 
the excellent Diſpoſitions of our preſent moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign that an Engliſbman ought to have, 
but I can't penetrate into, Futurity ; and, as the 
- ® See the Narrative of the Outrages committed by the Sol- 

fiery, on Mr. Juſtice Walker in Canada. | | 
1 2 Exami- 
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Examiner hath not yet eſtabliſhed the Character of 
a Prophet, 1 muſt conſider. this Aſſertion rather as 
a curious Specimen of Lip-Loyalty, I will not 


call it extravagant Adulation, than as a ſober Re · 


coniinehdation, to ſurtender all thoſe Guards and 
Securities of Liberty, which the Conſtitution of a 


Free. Government hath provided; bur, if che 


Britiſh Americans ſhould ever be reduced to the un- 


happy Neceſſity of giving up their Natural Rights, 
and their Civil believe They would 
as ſoon make the Surtender to a Prince of the 


Line of Brunſwick; as. to any other Moral, or 


Number of Mortals, in the Univerſe, 


We have ſeen. too a Share in ſome of our late 
News-Papers, all bedawbed with the Lace of 
Compliment.— There is no End to human Am- 
bition! It is perpetually reſtleſs, and puſhing for- 
ward. If a little P ct f is raiſed to the Title of 
Excellency, and the Rank of a Kind of Viceroy, there 


js ſtill a Summit beyond the Eminence to which 
he hath been elevated, that he is ſollicitous to gain. 


It hath been truly ſaid, that < ir will: be no eaſy 


« Taſk to perſuade the Americans to forſake the 
Culture of their Lands, to leave the Ways their 
* Fathers trod, and in which Themſelves were: 


„ trained, to drop a Buſineſs they already under- 
5* ſtand, in which they have had long Experience, 
e and by which their Families have thriven, to 
25 change all their Habits of Thinking, and their 
* Manner of Life, in order to ap y to Arts 

x work wy do ob know, or ered mn _ 
+ At late notable c pots me in Minh of "the Epi 
of the Female Niſpu; wit, -who-uſtd ts ſiletzee Debate, oy etys 
Ing 01 out, God blefe the kia: mY whas Hove gou to fay to that? _ 
% 4 oy fectlys 
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C fectly, and that where Eſtates may be eaſilß 
5 raiſed by mere Tillage, the Temptations ta 
« Manufacture are wanting, and Men, who can 
« depend upon their Induſtry alone, will not have 
« Recourfe: to Arts for Subſiſtence.“ Bur that 
which Perſuaſion might not effect, and to which 
eculiar Circumſtances might be adverſe, Neceſ- 
ſity, and an Alteration of thoſe Circumſtances, 
may accompliſh. . When the Alternative is pro- 
poſed, and the one Part of it affures Succeſs, and 
a comfortable Support by a moderate Application 
of Induſtry, familiarized by Uſe, and rendered 
eaſy by Practice; and the other affording only an 
Experiment of precarious Iſſue, calling for an 
Application unexperienced and dreaded, attended 
with Perplexity, and productive of irkſome Anxi- 
_ £ty, the Generality of Mankind would not heſitate 
in chuſing the former. But, though it would 
gain the Preference of Choice, yet, if the Alter- 
native is taken away, and Choice yields to Neceſ- 
ſity, the Enterprizing will form Projects, the Ju- 
dicious improve, the Induſtrious execute them. 
Succeſs, in one Inſtance, will animate the timid 
to make Trial of the Means which have ſucceeded 
under the Direction of others, ſtimulate the Fhleg- 
matic, and rouſe the Indojent—Should the Neceſ- 
ſity, after a little Time, ceaſe, new Habits may 
become as ſtrong as the old, and the Alternative 
would therefore be altered, the Choice be an Act 
of Deliberation, rather than of blind Impulſe; 
old Prejudices would be greatly abated, if not ex- 
tinguiſhed, new Attachments, perhaps, be form- 
ed. From this Change, different Conſequences 
may be conjectured or foretold, and perhaps the 
moſt Confident might be diſappointed by the 
Event. It is not d difficult for Men to ſtrike 
into new Empioyments and Methods of _ 
S | | when 
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when impelled by the Urgency of Diſtreſs, nor 
ſo eaſy to call them back to their old Manner of 
Life, and divert them from new Purſuits expe- 
rienced to be profitable, and productive of the beſt 
Security againſt Oppreſſion, as ſome ſeem to ap- 


prehend 


; Ic is not contended that the Colonies ought to 
be indulged in a general Liberty of Exporting 
and Importing every Thing in what Manner they 


pleaſe; but, fince they are hindered from making 
all the Advantages they might do, and what Ad- 


vantages might they not make, if under no Checks? 


They have a good Plea againſt all Rigour and Se- 
verity, not abſolutely neceſſary. That Britiſh. 
Manufactures come dearer, and not fo good in 


Quality to America, as formerly, is a very general 
Complaint ; and what Effect it may have, ſhould 
they ftill grow dearer and worſe in Quality, or the 
Colonies be rendered leſs able to conſume them, 
is a Conſideration which concerns Great-Britain, 
at leaſt as much as the Colonies. An Increaſe of 
Price, and falling .in the Goodneſs of Quality, is 


the uſual Effect of Monopolies; there is no Danger 


of Foreigners taking Advantage of . this Circum- 
ſtance in America, whatever they may do in other 
Countries; but the Induſtry it may give Riſe to in 
America when other Circumſtances concur, is not 
difficult to be foreſeen. | 


It muſt be acknowledged, that the Balance of 
Trade between Great-Britain and her Colonies, is 
confiderably againſt the latter, and that no Gold 
or Silver Mines have yet been diſcovered in the 
oid American Settlements, or among the Treaſures 
of the new Acquiſitions. : How then is this Ba- 
lance to be diſcharged? The former Trade of the 
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Colonies, which enabled them to keep up their 
Credit with Great- Britain, by applying the Balance 


they gained againſt Foreigners, is now ſo fettered 
with Difficulties, as to be almoſt prohibited. In 
order therefore to reduce the Balance againſt them 


upon the Trade between the Colonies and Great- 
Britain, this Trade muſt be contracted, ſo as to 
bring the Scales to an Equilibrium, or a Debt 
will be incurred that cannot be paid off, which 
will diſtreſs the Creditor as well as the Debtor, by 
the Inſolvency of the latter. The Income alſo of 


the Colonies which, was before inveſted in their 
Trade, will be diminiſned in Proportion to the 
Produce of the Stamp- Act, and therefore the 


Amount of that Produce muſt be drawn out, 
which will create a further Reduction of the 


Trade. 


I confeſs that I am one of thoſe who do not 
perceive the Policy in laying Difficulties and Ob- 


ſtructions upon the gainful Trade of the Colonies 
with Foreigners, or that it even makes any real 
Difference ro the Engliſo Nation, whether the 
Merchants who carry it on with Commodities 


Great-Britain will not purchaſe, reſide in Philadel- 


pbia, New-York, or Boſton, London, Briſtol, or 


Liverpool, when the Balance gained by the American 
Merchant in the Purſuit of that Trade centers in 


Great-Britain, and is applied to the Diſcharge of 
a Debt contracted by the Conſumption of Britifh 
Manufactures in the Colonies, and in this to the 


Support of the national Expence. 


I in Confequence of the Obſtructions, or Re- 


gulations as they are called, of their Commerce, 
and the Impoſition of Taxes upon their Proper- 
ties, the Colonies. ſhould only be driven to ob- 


ſerve 


641 
ſerve tke ſtricteſt Maxims of Frugality, the Con- 
ſequence would rather be diſagreeable than hurt- 
ful Should they be forced to uſe new Methods 
of Induſtry, and to have Recourſe to Arts for a 
Supply of Neceſſaries, the Difficulty in Succeed- 
ing would prove leſs than the Apprehenſion of 


Miſcarrying, and the Benefit greater than the 


Hope of it. There are few People of the high- 
eft, and even of the middle Rank, 'but would, 
upon a ſtrict Scrutiny into their ordinary Diſburſe- 
ments, diſcover ſome Articles that would admit 
of Defalcation. ' Fins 

A prudent Man, conſtrained to abridge his 
Outgoings, will conſider what Articles of Expence 
may be retrenched or given up, without Diſtreſs 
or Diſcomfort; and if, after this ſaving, he till 
finds that his Expences exceed his Income, he will 
then conſider ef what Articles he can provide a 
Supply by the Application of domeſtic Induſtry, 
or whether ſome tolerable Subſtitute may not be 
fallen upon to anſwer the Purpoſe of what he can 
neither buy, nor bath Skill or Ability to fabricate, 
He will reflect that the Expedient which s at firſt 
but an indifferent Shift, Uſe and Experience will 
imprqye into Convenience, that Practice will 
confer Knowledge and Skill, and theſe Facility 
And Satisfaction; and though the Progreſs ſhould 
be ſlow and gradual, Habit will grow with it, and 


produce Reconcilement and Content. 


What are called in Nortb- America, Luxuries, 
dught for the moſt Part to be ranked among ithe 

Comforts and Decencies of Life, but theſe will 
not be relinquiſhed, if a Supply of Neceſſaries 
may be provided by domeſtic — 
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Food, thank GOD, They do not, and for Raiment 
They need not, depend upon Great. Britain. 


Any thin Covering in the Summer to preſerve 
Decency, and ſubſtantial Cloathing in- the Winter 
to repel the Cold, are ſufficient for domeſtic Ser- 
vants and Labourers, and theſe may be provided 
without any Remora to the Buſineſs of Tillage, 
for there are many Intervals in which it is ſuſ- 
pended. There are Times too, when the Em- 
ployment is fo ſlight as to be rather a moderate 
Exerciſe, than a laborious Taſk, when the Work 
that is done might be performed by half the Num- 
ber of Labourers without exceſſive Exertion, or 
. exhauſting Fatigue. There are beſides in moſt 
Families thoſe, whom the Feebleneſs of -immature 
Years, or their Sex, at particular Periods, or the 
Decrepitude of old Age, diſcharge from the Du- 
ties of Tillage, Leather, and Wool, and Cot- 
ton, and Flax, are at Hand: How eaſy then is 
the neceffary Cloathing provided for thoſe whoſe 
Station does not require any Attention or Regard to 
Faſhion, or Elegance ? fo eaſy, that many have 
already gone into this Manufacture without any 
other Impulſe, than the Spirit of Induſtry, which 
cannot bear Inaction, though the Savings on this 
Head have afterwards been neglected. In this 
very conſiderable Branch ſo little Difficulty is 


there, that a Beginning is Half the Work, The | 


Path is beaten, there is no Danger of loſing the 
Way, there are Directors to guide every Step. But 
why ſhould they ſtop at the Point of cloathin 

Labourers, why not proceed, when Vigour in 
Strength will increaſe with the Progreſſion, to 
cloath the Planters? When the firſt Stage is ar- 
rived at, the Spirits will be recruited, and the ſe- 
cond ſhould be undertaken with Alacrity, ſince it 
SR | K may 
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may be performed with Eaſe. In this too, the 
Experiment hath been made and hath ſucceeded. 
Let the Manufacture of America be the Symbol 
of Dignity, the Badge of Virtue, and it will ſoon 
break the Fetters of Diſtreſs. A Garment of 
Linſey-Woolſey, when made the Diſtinction of real 
Patriotiſm, is more honourable and attractive of 
Reſpect and Veneration, than all the Pageantry, 
and the Robes, and the Plumes, and the Diadem 

of an Emperor without it. Let the Emulation 

be not in the Richneſs and Variety of foreign Pro- 
ductions, but in the Improvement and Perfection 

of our own Let it be demonſtrated that the Sub- 

* jects of the Britiſp Empire in Europe and America 

5 are the ſame, that the Hardſhips of the latter will 

; ever recoil upon the + former. 7 | 


. In Theory it is ſuppoſed that each is equally 
important to the other, that all partake of the Ad- 
verſity and Depreſſion of any. The Theory is 

juſt, and Time will certainly eſtabliſh it; but if 

another Principle ſhould be ever hereafter adopted 

in Practice, and a Violation deliberate, cruel, un- 

_ grateful, and attended with every Circumſtance of 
Provocation, be offered to our fundamental Rights, 

why ſhould we leave it to the flow Advances of 
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1 Upon a Surmiſe that a certain noble L—d, was the Au- 
thor of ſome Hardſhips inflicted upon the Colonies, a reproach- 
ful and miſchievous Diſtinion hath been made by ſome Peo- 
ple, between the Natives of S—!i——4,: and of E—g——4 
and America, which every judicious Friend of the Cglonies muſt 
wiſh to ſee aboliſhed, and' an Union rather eſtabliſhed than Di- 

_ viſions promoted, Every Man who has his all, and the Wel- 
fare of his Poſterity at Stake, upon the Proſperity of America, 
as he bath an Intereſt in common with the Natives of it, ought 
to be confidered as an American. It is an effectual Way to 
make Men Adverſaries, to call and treat Them as ſuch 
Beſides, laying aſide this Conſideration, the DiſtinQion is _ 
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Time (which may be the great Hope | and Reli- 


ance, probably, of the Authors of the Injury, .whoſe 
View it may be to accompliſh their Selfiſh Purpoſes 


in the Interval) to prove what might be demon- 


fkrated immediately. —Inſtead of moping, and 
puling, and whining to excite Compaſſion in ſuch 
a Situation we ought with Spirit, and Vigour, and 


Alacrity, to bid Defiance to Tyranny, by expof- 


ing its Impotence, by making it as contemptible, 
as it would be deteſtable. By a vigorous Appli- 
cation to Manufactures, the Conſequence of Op- 
preſſion in the Colonies to the Inhabitants of Great- 
Britain, would ſtrike” Home, and immediately. 
None would miſtake it. Craft and Subtilty would 
not be able to impoſe on the moſt ignorant and 
credulous; for if any ſhould be fo weak of Sight 
as not to See, they would not be ſo callous as not 


to Feel it.—Such Conduct would be the moſt du- 


tiful and beneficial to the Mother Country. It 
would point out the Diſtemper when the Remedy 
might be eaſy, and a Cure at once effected by a 


fimple Alteration of Regimen. 


Of this Meaſure ſhould there be Apprehenſions, 
and Miniſterial Orators and Panegyriſts endeavour 


tremely unjuſt ; for though there is too much Reaſon to believe 


that ſome Natives of America, and of E-g——4, who have 


reſided in the Colonies, have been inſtrumental in bringing upon 
Us the Severities We deplore, yet hath it never been even ſur- 


miſed, I ſpeak it to their Honour, that any Native of S—i—d 


reſiding, or that ever did reſide in America, had in any Degree 
a Hand in them. It is much to be feared, if the Breach which 


a too eager Proſecution of the little Views of Party, hath made 


among the Inhabitants of a Colony heretofore the moſt diſtin. 


— for Prudence and Unanimity, ſhould not be cloſed, in 


Conſideration of the General Calamity, that America as well as 
Denmark, will farniſh an Inſtance of the exceſſive Temerity of 
political Animoſity. 888 OE 
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to obviate them by obſerving, that « it a 


« always be eaſy to reinſtate Things where they 


vero, and that by eaſing the Colonies of their 
„ Burthens, and giving Encouragement to their 
* Produce, the Eſtabliſhment of any Manufac- 


e ture in America might be prevented :? We 
ſhould mark well this Reaſoning, and avail our- 


ſelves of the Inſtruction given by our Enemies, 


which would point out to Us the Remedy, and 


the more ſpeedy the Application of it the better, 


and that would depend upon ourſclves, 


Beſides the Urgency of ſuch an Occaſion (ſhould 
it happen) there would be another powerful In- 
ducement to this ſimple, natural, eaſy Method. 
The good or bad Succeſs of one Attempt to op- 
preſs, generally produces or prevents future Im- 

oſitions. In common Life a Tameneſs in bear- 
ing a Deprivation of Part of a Man's CA 


encourages Rapacity to ſeize the reſt, 


Any Oppreſſion of the Caliteiles, would i intimate 


an Opinion of them I am perſuaded they do not 


deſerve, and their Security as well as Honour 


' ought to engage them to confute. When Con- 


tempt is mixed with Injuſtice, and Inſult with Vio- 
Jence, which is the Cafe when an Injury is done 
to him who hath the Means of Redreſs in his 


Power; if the injured hath one inflammable Grain 


of Honour in his Breaſt, his Reſentment will invi- 

rate his Purſuit of Reparation, and animate his 
255 fforts to obtain an effectual Security 9 a Re- 
petition of the Outrage. 


If the Caſe ſuppoſed ſhould really happen, the 
Reſentment I ſhould recommend would * legal, 
orderly, and prudent Reſentment, to be 8 

Ss in 


«rf 
— 


in a 2 
diate 
vanta 
ment 
nefici 
and v 


own, 


Th 
have 
P roſe; 


ſure; 


ually 


Days 
dazzl 
Sight 


- pleat 


Woo] 
the It 
Gaze 
Imag 
tranſi 
light. 
ſure t 
tacle 

richet 
— 

recel\ 


3 
J, that 
Home, 
he mig 
nufaR; 
What 
Gentle 
Meaſa! 
lonies. 


[ 69 J 

in a zealous and vigorous * Induftry, in an imme 
diate Uſe and unabating Application of the Ad- 
vantages we derive from our Situation a Reſent- 
ment which could not fail to produce Effects as be- 
neficial to the Mother Country as to the Colonies, - 
and which a Regard to her Welfare as well as ouf 
own, ought to inſpire us with on ſuch an Occaſion. -» 


The General Aſſemblies would not, I ſuppoſe, 
have it in their Power to encourage by Laws, the 
Proſecution of this beneficial, this neceſſary Mea- 
ſure; but they might promote it almoſt as effect 

_ wally by their Example, I have in my younger 

Days ſeen fine Sights, and been captivated by their 
dazzling Pomp and glittering Splendor; but the 
Sight of our Repreſentatives, all adorned in com- 
pleat Dreſſes of their own Leather, and Flax, and 
Wool, manufactured by the Art and Induſtry of 
the Inhabitants of Virginia, would excite, not the 
Gaze of Admiration, the Flutter of an agitated 
Imagination, or the momentary Amuſement of a 
tranſient Scene, but a calm, ſolid, heart-felt De- 
light. Such a Sight would give Me more Plea- 
ſure than the moſt ſplendid and magnificent Spec- 
tacle the moſt exquiſite Taſte ever painted, the 

richeſt Fancy ever imagined, realized to the View 
—as much more Pleaſure as a good Mind would 
receive from the Contemplation of Virtue, than 


* The.ingenious Mr, Hume obſerves in his Hiſtory of James 
I, that the Engliſb fine Cloth was in ſo little Credit even at 
Home, that the King was obliged to ſeck Expedients by which 
he might engage the People of Faſhion to wear ir, and the Ma- 
nufacture of fine Linen was totally unknown in the Kingdom— 
What an Encouragement to Induſtry! This very penetrating 
Gentleman alſo recommends a mild Gowernment, as a proper 


2 for preſerving the Dominion of England over her Co- 
onies. | ; 


of 


| [70] 5 
of Elegance; of the Spirit of Patriotiſm, than the 
Oſtentation of Opulence. 5 5 | 


Not only, © as a Friend to the Colonies,” but 


as an Inhabitant having my All at Stake upon their 


Welfare +, I defire an * Exemption from Taxes 
4 impoſed without my Conſent, and” I have refle&- 
ed longer than a Moment upon the Conſe- 
ences:” I value it as one of the deareſt Privi- 
leges I enjoy: I acknowledge Dependance on 
Great Britain, but I can perceive a Degree of it 
without Slavery, and I diſown all other. I do not 
expect that the Intereſts of the Colonies will be 
conſidered by ſome Men, but in Subſerviency to 
other Regards. The Effects of Luxury, and Ve- 
nality, and Oppreſſion, Poſterity may perhaps ex- 
perience, and SUFFICIENT FOR THE Day WILL BE 
THE EVIL THEREOF. ; 


+ See The Regulations, &, Page 111. 
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APPEND IX. 


J Y the 12th Charles II, the Colonies are re- 
ſtrained from ſending the Products enumerat- 

ed in the Act to any foreign Ports. —By the 15th of 
the ſame King, they are prohibited from importing 
Commodities of the Growth or Manufacture of 
Europe, except from GRE AT-BRITAIN, ſaving a few 
Articles mentioned in this Act. An. 


A Law, which reſtrains one Part of the So- 
ciety, from exporting its Products to the moſt pro- 
fitable Market, in favour of another ; or obliges it 
to import the Manufactures of one Country that 
are dear, inſtead of thoſe -of another that are 
cheap, is effectually a Tax. For if the profitable 
Exportation, and the Importation of the cheaper 
Commodities were permitted, a Tax equal to ſuch 
Gain in the former Cafe, and to the Saving in the 


latter, would leave that Part of the Society, in 


the ſame State and Condition, as if under the Pro- 


hibition and Reſtriction above-mentioned. As for 


Inſtance, in the Caſe of Imporiation._——Suppole a 
Country which I will diſtinguiſh by the Name of 
A, can purchaſe Commodities of the fame Kind, 
and equal Goodneſs, 20 per Cent cheaper of B, 
than ſhe can of C;—then it is clear, if A is pro- 
hibited from taking theſe Commodities of B, and 
obliged to purchaſe them of C, that A is juſt in 


the ſame State and Condition, as if ſhe were allow- 


ed to purchaſe the Commodities of B, on paying 
thereon a Duty of 20 per Cent to C. — This 
1 In- 
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Inſtance, mutatis mutandis, is equally applicable 
to the Caſe of Exportation. Hence it appears, 
that the Country favoured by the Prohibition and 
Reſtriction, gains as much thereby, as it would do, 
if the proportionate Tax were paid to it, upon 
taking off the Prohibition and Reſtriction ; or, 
in other Words, the Profit which the ore is hin- 
dered from making, in Conſequence of the Pro- 
hibition and Reſtriction, is made by the other, in 
whoſe. favour they have been introduced, 


It hath been obſerved by a well-received Writer 
on the Subject of Trade, that © a Prohibition ac- 
c knowledges the Commodities it is laid on, to be 
« good and cheap, otherwiſe it were needleſs, and 
« a Prohibition on the Goods of any one Nation, 
„ gives a Monopoly to other Nations, that raiſe 
the like.” — Again“ A Prohibition againſt 
any one Nation, makes other Nations, having 
“the like Commodities, take the Advantage and 
e raiſe their Price, and is therefore a Tax +.” 

If a Prohibition, extending to one Nation only 
in fayour of many, confers a Monopoly, and is 
therefore a Tax; a Prohibition extending to all 


other Nations in favour of one, is indubitably ſo. 


From Virginia and Maryland are exported, com- 
munibus Annis, o, ooo Hogſheads of Tobacco to 
Great Britain, of which it is ſuppoſed 60, ooo are 
thence re- exported. But theſe Colonies not being 
permitted to fend their Tobacco immediately to fo- 


reign Markets diſtributively, in proportion to their 
Demands, the re · exported Tobacco pays double 
Freight, double Infurance, Commiſſion and other 


Shipping Charges. The whole Quantity is, more- 
over, of Courſe much depreciated; for going all 
to Ereat- Britain, the Home- Market is overdone, by 
) I Sir Matthew Decker. 

which 


to it's proper Market. 
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which Circumſtance, the Quantity required for 


Home Conſumption is withour Doubt purchaſed 
cheaper than it would be, if no more than hat were 
imported into Great-Britain, and of this Glut Fo- 
reigners, and Purchaſers on Speculation alſo, avail 
themſelves. Beſides, a great deal of the Tobacco get- 
ting home late, the rigorous Seaſon hinders it's being 
re-thipped for ſome Months, during which, it 1s dead 
on hand, and moreover gives Advantage to Buy- 
ers—a Loſs to the Planter, which would be avoi- 


ded, if the Tobacco could be immsaiten ſent 


The above quoted Author hath computed the 
Duties, Exciſes, Sc. on Leather, at 50 per Cent. 
and the Artificial Value of a Bale of Eugliſb Cloth 
ariſing from Taxes, Monopoties and ill-judged 
Laws at 51 per Cent. by which, he means that 


every Hundred Pounds Worth of that Species of 


Manufacture, includes in that Sum 511, of Taxes. 


His Computation is, without Doubt, too tow now, 


Taxes having been increaſed very conſiderably 


fince the Time in which he wrote. 


* Cent. 
In the groſs Sum of the artificial 
Value, he computed the Amount 45 31 


of the Taxes to be full - - - - 
Monopolies and- ill-judged _— | 
therefore ſtand „ 20 
5t 


A Bale of Engliſh Cloth coſting - - - L. 100 
Includes an artificial Value ß - 61 


The antics Value ſubſtracted, | | 
| Leaves the natural Value os 49 
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But leſt the Eſtimate ſhould be objected to on 

account of it's including 20 per Cent for Mono- 

lies, &c. I will ſtate the artificial Value ariſing 

m Taxes, only to be 33 J. 65. 8 d. which will 
hardly be objected to, for being too high. 


The Colonies, it is ſuppos'd, take, ) | 
annually, Manufactures from | L. 2,000,000 
Great-Britain, to the Amount of 85 


— — — 


Therefore they pay an Ax N u- N 
— — 1 666,666: 13: 4 
To which muſt be added} 
Freight, Inſurance, Com | 
miſſion and Shipping Char. 
ges, amounting at leaſt 
to 10 per Cent. the Half of | | TO 
which, as it might be ſaved > 100,000: 00: 0 
by back-freight, &c. were | 1 
the Colonies permitted to 
import direcily the Manu- | 
factures of foreign Coun- 
tries, is computed at 
What may be the Amount) 
from the Reſtrictions, on 
all the Enumerated Com- 
modities (except Tobacco 
exported from all the Colo- 1 | g : 
= with Subſidies re- F oy * 
tained and Duties laid, 
upon the moſt moderate 
Compuration, may, I ſup- j 
poſe, be ſtated at 


” L. 916,666: 13: 4 


Part of the Commodities ſent from Great-Pritain 
to the Colonies, is firſt imported into — 
RE ” | rom 


— — 


— — — ſ—— —ñ— 


E 5 | 


from foreign Countries; but the Eſtimate is no 


exceptionable on that Account, for the general 


Calculation on the advanced Price of Britiſb Ma- 
nufactures, is extremely low. — Several of the fo- 
reign Commodities receive their Perfection in Bri- 
lain. — All of them are enhanced by the Articles 
of double Freight, Inſurance, Shipping, Charges, 
the Merchant Importer's Commiſſion, the Engliſh 
Tradeſman's Profit, the Merchant Exporter's Com- 
miſſion, and Subſidies retained. If the Colonies 
were not reſtrained from directly importing foreign 
Commodities, they would, it is preſumed, pay 
leſs for them, even by 50 per Cent. than they do 
at preſent. | | 


It hath been already cbfirved, wk are I 


ſhipped from Virginia and Maryland, annbally, at 
an Average, about 9o, ooo Hogſheads of Tobac- 
co, 60,000 of which, or upwards, are re- exported 
from Great-Britain, to foreign Markets; but they 
pay to Great- Britain, for the Reaſons above ex- 
plained, 3 J. per Hogſhead, i. e. the Sum of 3 4 
upon each Hogſhead might be ſaved if the Tobac- 
co might be immediately and diſtributrugly ſent to the 
reſpective Markets, in Proportion to their De- 
mands; and an equal Sum is paid alſo to Great- 

Britain, upon the ſame Rule of Computation, 


i. e. that theſe Colonies pay what they might ſave, 


if not reſtrained. For, though the Engliſh Ma- 
nufacturer gets the Tobacco he wants, without 
the double Freight, &c. yet he has the Advantage 
of the Glut, and an Opportunity of buying it as 
cheap, as it is ſold in Great-Britain for the foreign 
Markets, before the Charges of double Freights, 
Sc. are incurred, and therefore the Planter gets 
no more for his Tobacco ſold for Home, than that 
which is ſold for Foreign Conſumption, and con- 
cctig L 2 ſequently 


=, 


fequently pays as much for it. For there is great 
Reaſon to imagine, that if theſe Colonies were at 
Liberty to tend their Tobacco immediately where 


they pleaſed, the Market in England would be as 


profitable as thoſe of France, Holland, &c. But 


when the Tobacco, under the preſent Regulation, 
is purchaſcd for Re-Exportation, the Purchaſer 
undoubtedly conſiders the Expence he is to be at, 


before he gets to the foreign Market, as Part of 
the Price of the Commodity, and therefore lowers 
his Price to the Merchant in Proportion. 


The above Sum of 31. for . 

each Hogſhead, makes | £ 8 

The Amount of the ſundry | 
Impoſitions and Reftric- 9: 6,666 


tions before mentioned, 13 4 
brought forward, - - - - 

Total Amount of Taxes to 3 i . 5 © 
Great. Britain 186,666: 13: 4 


. Beſides the above Amount of 
Taxes paid to the Mother- 
Country, the Colonies in 
Norib. America ſupport their 
own Civil Eſtabliſhments, 4 
and pay Quit Rents to the > 450,000: 00: © 
Crown and Proprietaries, to 8 
the Amount (ſuppoſing 
600,000 Taxables, at the 
moderate Rate of 15s. each) 


OF oro eo Sp. ce. 
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Total Amount of Taxes paid / 

to our Mother Country, 1 + 1:2; 2 214 Py. * | 

and abe Support of put Ci- F 16375666 137 4 
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1 . 
Suppoking the clear annual Rents 
of the Lands in North- America, \ 4 
(unreſtrained by Acts of Par- „ 2500, 
liament) wou'd amount to - - - 


— 


It appears then, that the whole Tax is upwards 
of 65 per Cent; and if, therefore, the artificial 
Value of One Hundred Pounds Worth of Britifþ 
Manufacture, (Cloth for Inſtance) is, according ta 
the above Computation, 33 J. 65. 8 d. there was, 


before the Stamp- Ad, a Tax paid by the Northb- 


Americans, near double of that which 1s paid by 
the Inhabitants of England. If the above Sum of 
33/1. 65. 8. is too low, and ought to be increa- 
ied, then the Tax on North- America, on the Ar- 
ticle of Manufactures imported from Britain, muſt 
alſo be increaſed, © | 


It ſhould ſeem that the Maxim of every Tax 


upon Labour falling ultimately upon the Conſumer 
of its Product, cannot be ſtrictly applied to the 
Product of the North- American Colonies. For, as 
they are obliged to ſend their Commodities to ſome 
Port in the Britiſb Dominions, or (where Indul- 
gence is granted to ſend ſome of them to other 
Places) deprived in great Meaſure of the Benefit of 
Returns, they are by this Means ſubjected to dead 
Freight; and moreover, being confined in their 
c, to a particular Manufacture, and the 
Commodities they export, being chiefly raw Ma- 
terials, they have not the Means generally in the 
Power of other People, by raiſing the Price of 


their Labour, to throw their Burthens upon other's; 


but are, for the moſt Part, obliged, both in their 
Exports and Imports, to ſubmit to an arbitrary 
| : ; r 


2 


| juſtifies this Obſervation 


E 


Determination of their Value, though even below 


far(t Coſt. 


The ſanguine Genius of one of the Anti- Ameri. 


tan Writers, brings to my Mind the Fable of the 


Boy.and the Hen that laid Golden Eggs, He is 
not content to wait for the Increaſe of the Public 
Revenue, by that gradual Proceſs and Circulation 
of Property, which an Attention to the commercial 
Intereſts of 'the Nation hath eſtabliſhed, bur is at 
once for tearing away the Embryo, which, in due 
Time, might be matured into Fullnefs of Size and 
Vigour; without ever reflecting, that when the 
Hen is deſtroyed by his Violence, there will be no 
more GoLDEn Eccs. —— The :ollowing Paſſage 


« Tf we have from the Colonies their ALL al- 
«< ready, we only have it (ſays he) by Trade, and 
< not by Taxes; and ſurely it is not the ſame 
Thing, whether the Wealth be brought into the 
Public Coffers by Taxes, or coming in by Trade, 


& flows into the Pockets of Individuals, and, by 


c augmenting his Influence with his Wealth, en- 
« ables the Merchant tofplunge us into new Wars 


and new Debts for his Advantage *.“ 


The Man who thinks the Gains of the Mer- 
chant are dangerous, and that the Welfare of the 
Manufacturers, the Landholders, Sc. doth not 
depend upon the Trade and Navigation of Great- 


Britain, is very conſiſtently an Advocate for a Mea- 


ſure which hath a direct Fendency to check them; 


but whether this Opinion, and very conſiſtent 
Conduct might not be more ſerviceable in ſome 


be Objections to the Taxation, &c, conſidered. 
| | other 
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POUR Employment, than in that of a L. of 


T——, is ſubmitted to their Conſideration, who 


are the Judges of Merit, and the Diſpenſers of its 


Rewards. 


For a Reaſon, which the above Opinion ſuggeſts, 


I ſhall ſubjoin an Eſtimate of the Duties upon To- 
bacco conſumed in Great- Britain, and of the Pro- 
fit to the Planter on that Tobacco. The intel- 
lgent Reader will not apprehend it to be my 


Meaning, that the Planter pays out of his Pocket 


all the Duties laid on Tobacco, or be at a Loſs to 
infer, that the Eſtimate has been made with no 
other View, tn ro obviate the Principle others by 
their way ſeem to adopt. {1 - 
The old SubB@/ is One. Penny per Pound, 25 
per Cent dedu@ed. | 


All the other Duties are Seven Pence, and one 


Third pgr Pound, 15 per Cent dedufted. © 
An FHogſhead of Tobacco, at an Average, 
contains 952 lh. 7 5 
The whole Duties therefore, - J. 27: 14: 0 
The Amount of the whole 
Duties on 30, ooo Hog- 2 $31,000: 00: o 
ſheads, ie | 


The full clear Proceeds of an Hogſhead of To- 


bacco, reckoning 952 Iþ in each Hogſhead, has 
not, on an Average for ſome Years paſt, exceeded 


4]. + wherefore, on 30,000 Hogſheads, the Planters 


+ See before, p. 76. The attentive Reader will obſerve, 
that the nett Proceeds of a Hogſhead of Tobacco, at an Aver- 
age, are 4/, and the Taxes 31 —, together, 7 {——Quere, 
How much per Cent does the Tax amount to, which takes fro 
the two wretched Tobacco Colonies, 3 J. out of every 7 /, ? Ar 
how deplorable muſt their Circumſtances appear, when their 
vaſt Deb: to the Mother-Country, and the annual Burthen of 


their civil Eſtabhſhments are added to the Eſtimate? In theſe 


two Colonies there are upwards of 180,999 Taxables. 


get 


» 


W 


2 [ 80 3 Z 3 
$75 320,000 J. How much of the above Sum of | * C 


31, 000 J. is nett to tlie Revenue, I ſhall not under- « p 
take to ſay; but I preſumè it may be ſafely aſſerted, « n 
that no Part of this, or any other Public Money, « 4 
is touched by any Americans, whether they have « g 
great Powers of Speech or not; though any Gentle. I © t 


manwhs might be affected by it, is hot to be blamed n 
for his Apprehenſion, that 4 ſudden Importation of « og 


a certain Commodity, might hurt the home Market. « A 
The Sum of the Taxes, paid in Notth-America, ce n 
will appear enormous to thoſe; who, having been « b 
told that theſe. Colonies pay only 7 or 800 l. per « oy 
Annum, in Conſequence of Faxes laid there, might 46 80 
be led, in their Dependence upon Miniſterial « N 
Candor, to believe, that they paid no more e//e- & C, 
where; — but to others, who are better acquainted IM, © ar 
with the Subject, the Computation will appear tOO ; &« 0; 
low. From theſe Obſervations it may be inferred « af 
what vaſt Wealth in Taxes only, the Mother-Coun- « 79, 
try has, in the Courſe of a Hundred Years, drawn « Jie 


from het Colonies ; and how profoundly well-informed « K 

the Writer is, who, with equal Pertinency and how 
Modeſty pronounces, that it is ne high Time deep 
for England to draw ſome litile Profit. from her Nort, 
« Colonies, after the vaſt Treaſure ſhe has expended Client 
% on their Settlement.” . "2 | 


J confeſs that the above Computations are conjec- 
tural, but I believe they are probable. I mean that 
thoſe, who are beſt acquainted with the Subject, 

will think the Charge upon Nor#h- America is not 
exaggerated, and which I think very naturally ac- 
counts for the enormous Debt ſhe at preſent labours 
under to the Mother- Country. | 


Dr. Davenant obſerves, that, 60 if ever any 
Thing great or good be done for the Engliſh 
| &« Colonies, TU 


* 


3 { $&] 5/ 
of * Colonies, Induſtry muſt have its due Recom- 
et- « pence, and that can't be without Encourage- 
ed, « ment to it, which, perhaps is only to be brought 
ey, « about by confirming their Liberties, and eſtabliſning 
be « good Diſcipline among them ;—that, as they ſee 
le- | © they are a Free People, in Point of Govern- 
cb? « ment, ſo they may, by Diſcipline, be kept free 
of « of the Miſchiefs that follow Vice and Idleneſs. 
et. And, as great Care ſhould be taken in this Re- 
« ſpe, ſo without Doubt, it is adviſeable, that 


ca, 4 no little Emulation of private Intereſts of Neigh- 
en « bour Governors, nor that the Petitions of Bun- 
per ll | © gry Courtiers at home, ſhould prevail to diſcou- 
aht e rage thoſe particular Colonies, who, in a few 
tal « Years, have raiſed themſelves by their ow®n 
e- “ Charge, Prudence and Induſtry, to the Wealth E__ 
ted I, © and Greatneſs they are now arrived at, without | 
too any Expence to the Crown ; upon which Account, y 
red « any Innovations, or Breach of their original Char- | 
un- * zers, (beſides that it ſeems a Breach of the Pub- 
wn « lic Faith) may, peradventure, not tend to the 


med “King's Profit.” Excellent Obſervation ! but 
how little it hath been regarded, the preſent = | 
me deeply afflicting Diſtreſs of the Inhabitants of ß & 
her- North. America demonſtrates ;=a Diſtreſs ſuffi- | 
ded cient to drive Men into Deſpair, . who are not ani- | 
mated by the Hope, that—Devs pazit mis | 
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